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Madame President, distinguished colleagues,

As we mark twenty years of the UN Peacebuilding Commission and of the Secretary General‘s Peacebuilding Fund, the inaugural UN Peacebuilding Week is both a celebration and a call to action. 

The week provides an annual platform for inclusive dialogue and greater visibility of peacebuilding. It enables a continuous focus on peace-building in times of increasing challenges to peace. Slovenia trusts that today’s UN General Assembly sessions contributes to this end.

Slovenia had the honour and privilege to co-facilitate, together with Egypt, the PBAR twin resolutions, with a clear objective to make peacebuilding more impactful on the ground where it matters most.

The unanimous adoption of these resolutions, at a time of growing geopolitical divisions and financial strain was an encouraging signal of unity and collective responsibility for prevention and peacebuilding. It was a demonstration of trust of the member states in peace building and the role of the UN in it. We must continue to build on this momentum demonstrated also through so many events organized on peace building this week. 

And this is why I come to the General Assembly today with three messages.

The first message is a call to action. PBAR calls for a stronger prevention lens, with peacebuilding clearly anchored in inclusive national ownership. It asks for greater system wide coherence across peace and security, development and human rights. It invites us to develop more effective partnerships with regional and financial actors.

The second message is a reminder. A reminder to the UN General Assembly to make use of the UN Peacebuilding Commission for strategic and context-specific advice, as well as to convene joint debates or other forms of interactive exchanges.

The PBC Advice for the General Assembly on the “Causes of Conflict and the Promotion of Durable Peace and Sustainable Development in Africa” from May this year is a good example.

And the third message is an invitation. An invitation to the Member States to consider even closer collaboration with the PBC. To use it as a platform to seek support and advise, while fostering inclusive national ownership as a foundation of sustainable peace. To promote, develop and implement prevention and peacebuilding strategies, to share good practices and lessons learnt.

Madame President,

In the past three years here in New York, I sat through countless briefings on protracted conflicts and post-conflict contexts around the world. I listened to reports filled with numbers: persons displaced, schools demolished, health systems collapsed, trust eroded.

But what stayed with me are the stories of peacebuilders. It is the stories of communities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Colombia or Syria, where young peacebuilders work side by side to rebuild trust after years of conflict. It is the stories of grass-roots women peacebuilders in Central African Republic, Mauretania or Liberia who continue to mediate local disputes long after international attention has moved elsewhere.

These stories remind me that conflict is not inevitable. But neither is peace. Peace must be built. Patiently. Inclusively. Constantly. 

I am truly glad that the UN Peacebuilding Week offered a chance for us to hear these stories and see their results.

No effort invested in prevention is too much and no investment in peacebuilding is too costly. The real cost is paid when we fail.

I thank you.
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