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Thank you, Madam President.
We thank the Secretary-General and his Special Adviser for R2P for the yearly report. 
We thank all partners in the UN system for their support and for raising awareness of our responsibility to protect civilians from mass atrocity crimes wherever they happen. 
Slovenia aligns itself with the EU statement, as well as with the statement of the Group of Friends of the R2P. We would like to make the following remarks in our national capacity.
Madam Chair, 
Slovenia remains unwaveringly committed to multilateralism and international law. In the same vein, Slovenia remains strongly committed to upholding the principle of R2P. 
This consensually accepted principle is a promise to the victims of the past and to the generations of the future. And yet, in a world increasingly defined by the erosion of accountability, upholding this promise is more challenging than ever.
When violations of international principles are being normalized, the world's security and stability are at stake. If one norm is broken, the rest begins to crumble. International law is key to the world order, to world peace. 
Madam President,
Sustained responsibility to protect populations includes prevention, protection, and non-recurrence, based on respect for human rights. The most vulnerable – children, women, persons with disabilities, and older persons – represent the largest group of victims and casualties. Stability, solidarity, resilience and protection of populations should be the key priorities and matters of top urgency for peace and stability in the world. 
History teaches us that no society is immune to mass atrocity crimes. Therefore, we have to strive to anchor R2P at the national level and cooperate internationally. 
Slovenia actively promotes international justice, supports preventive diplomacy and contributes to peacekeeping operations.  We strive to uphold international human rights and humanitarian law, accountability mechanisms, and support and work with civil society to live the promise. Besides our strong support for all international courts and tribunals, we would like to highlight the new mechanism: the Ljubljana–The Hague Convention on International Cooperation in the Investigation and Prosecution of Genocide, Crimes against Humanity, War Crimes and other International Crimes. This Convention is an effort to streamline the prosecution of offenders against international criminal law through cooperation between states on mutual legal assistance and extradition for core international crimes.
Madame President, 
Last but not least, we strongly believe that the veto power in the UN Security Council should not be used in situations where there is a clear threat of mass atrocity crimes, as it hinders effective decision–making and prevents action that would protect populations in a timely and effective manner.
Madame President, 
It is up to us, each and every member of the UN, to uphold our responsibility to protect populations from mass atrocity crimes. Slovenia will continue its national efforts to promote R2P and stands ready to continue supporting international efforts to prevent mass atrocity crimes. 
Thank you.
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