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Mr Secretary-General, Mr President of the UN Peacebuilding Commission, Madame President of the UN Security Council, distinguished colleagues,

We live in an era of great uncertainty and unpredictability. In times of erosion of respect for the Charter, of increasing polarisation and of great challenges to global peace. 

Against this background we are marking 20 years of the Peace Building Commission and the Peace Building Fund. Against this background we need to reflect on their increasing role in times we are living. 

PBC remains the UN’s unique intergovernmental platform, sustaining attention when peace is most fragile and convening a variety of actors around nationally owned priorities. 

I want to make three points. 
I'll start with twin resolutions of last November which Slovenia and Egypt were honored to facilitate. They enjoyed support of all member states. As we all know these days consensus is more an exception than expected result. 

The number of side events this week, that we coordinated with Egypt is yet another confirmation of member states faith in peace building and the key role of the UN in it.  

This is creating a responsibility for PBC and all member states. 

A responsibility to use the momentum and deliver. Deliver by implementing PBAR resolutions. Because if implemented, PBC can look confidently into the future, asserting its place in the UN peace toolbox.     

Second, 

The national ownership remains the foundation of sustainable peace. Peacebuilding therefore needs to be anchored in genuine partnerships with all relevant stakeholders.

Ensuring women’s full, equal, meaningful and safe participation, backed by financing for women-owned and women-led organizations, is indispensable.

Youth must be recognized not only as beneficiaries but as partners and leaders in shaping peaceful and resilient societies.

And systematic and safe engagement of civil society, including grassroots peacebuilders and human rights defenders, is essential for early warning, conflict prevention and context-sensitive peacebuilding.

Finally, on financing.

The Peacebuilding Fund has demonstrated the catalytic power of targeted investments in national and local initiatives. 

Today’s discussion is an important opportunity to reflect on the partnership between the PBC and PBF and broader financing ecosystem for peacebuilding, including innovative instruments, international financial institutions and private sector.

Adequate, predictable and sustained financing for peacebuilding, including through the Peacebuilding Fund, must remain part of this effort. Slovenia continues to back it through our own multi-annual contribution.

The UN Peacebuilding Weeks can help fast-forwarding PBC relevance.  As an annual platform for inclusive dialogue and greater visibility of peacebuilding, it will serve as a check-list for our responsibility. 

It will help us tell a more compelling story on the value of prevention and peacebuilding.

I thank you.
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