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Mr/Mrs Chair,
Distinguished Delegates,
Slovenia aligns itself with the EU statement.
Twenty years ago, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities marked a profound paradigm shift in the global understanding of disability, moving disability beyond a framework of protection and welfare towards one grounded in human rights, autonomy, participation, accessibility and equality.
For Slovenia, the Convention has served as a policy compass, guiding the development of our legislation, policies and institutional frameworks, while continuously reminding us that inclusion must be built with persons with disabilities, not merely for them.
This has included strengthening equal opportunities and protection against discrimination, advancing independent living, including through personal assistance, and developing employment frameworks that support the active participation of persons with disabilities in the labour market, all in close cooperation with organisations of persons with disabilities, whose experience and expertise are indispensable in shaping effective policies.
At the same time, anniversaries are not only moments of celebration. They are also moments of honest reflection. Progress does not mean completion. Despite important achievements, we remain aware that barriers persist and that implementation requires constant effort, dialogue and adaptation to changing realities.
Mr Chair,
As we look ahead, the next phase must focus on consolidating progress, addressing remaining gaps and shaping disability-inclusive societies fit for the future. 
In a rapidly changing world, shaped by digital transformation, evolving labour markets and broader social change, disability inclusion must be embedded from the outset, not added as an afterthought. The needs and vulnerabilities of persons with disabilities must be also addressed in armed conflicts and other crises.
Accessibility, autonomy, equal opportunities and meaningful participation must remain at the centre of the policies shaping our shared future. Persons with disabilities must also be recognised as equal partners in designing and implementing solutions.
Twenty years after the adoption of the Convention, our collective task is clear: to ensure that the promise of the Convention becomes a lived reality for all.
Slovenia remains firmly committed to working with the international community towards this shared goal.
Thank you.

