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Thank you, Mr. President,

Slovenia aligns itself with the statement by the EU and wishes to add the following in its national capacity.

At the outset, I would like to welcome the adoption of the resolution on peace in Ukraine this morning. It reflects the profound importance the international community attaches to peace, dialogue, and respect for international law in an age of resurgent unilateralism, when powers increasingly stride alone and territorial ambitions are resurfacing.

Mr. President,

What has been happening in Ukraine for the past four years is not emblematic of Europe. Arbitrary military interventions have burgeoned globally. However, in Ukraine the trend has been unfolding at a much larger military scale.

There, an incomparably larger country is attempting to conquer the territory of a smaller neighbor through excessive military means. Regardless of how some choose to define this war, aggression is a right word for it - aggression that is fundamentally changing the modern warfare. With military casualties approaching numbers we thought were a thing of the past.

However, all this military might and the killing of thousands for control over centimeters of Ukrainian territory, have not produced results – even after four long years. 

It is civilians who are bearing the brunt of the war. Ninety-six per cent of civilian casualties keep occurring in territories controlled by Ukraine, and their number is rising. Last year, they increased for seventy per cent compared to 2023. 

Right now, in winter, the civilian population is subjected to extreme cold and darkness, as Russia is systematically attacking critical power infrastructure. This has no other aim than causing hardship and suffering among civilians.

Slovenia condemns Russia's escalation of its war, which is taking place in the midst of peace talks. 

Mr. President, 

The value of human life is decreasing with each anniversary of this war. The war must end. As a first step, we hope that genuine dialogue will produce results and bring about a durable ceasefire that will lead to peace - a peace for Ukraine, shaped by Ukraine; a just peace firmly rooted in the Charter and its principles. 

However, for such a peace to last, important questions - such as abductions and forcible transfers of Ukrainian children and accountability for war crimes - will need to be urgently resolved.

Mr. President, 

Let me conclude by saying that Europe is more than familiar with war. This war will not change Europe's geography. Russia will continue to exist on the European continent. It will have to recognize that security of all Europeans, including Russians, is shared. The destruction must come to an end, it is time to rebuild.

I thank you.
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