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Mr President, 
Slovenia aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union. And we wish to deliver some additional remarks in our national capacity.

70 years after establishing the International Atomic Energy Agency, the organization remains as vital for the nuclear safeguard system worldwide as ever. We commend Director-General Rafael Grossi and his team for their tireless work and leadership. 

The annual reports of the Agency give us a thorough insight into the organization˙s work.

Slovenia attaches the highest importance to the credibility and integrity of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime, with the Agency at its core. 

In this regard we call for the universalisation of the Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements and Additional Protocols, and we continue to support the Agency’s efforts to ensure exclusively peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 
The Agency's independent, technical, and impartial role remains essential in ensuring that nuclear energy and science worldwide contribute to peace, security and sustainable development. 
Mr. President, 
Let me first turn to the situation in Ukraine, which remains a matter of profound concern for Slovenia. We strongly condemn Russia’s continued attacks and we remain deeply concerned about the situation in the Zaporizhzhia region and, in particular, the continued Russian occupation of the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant. 

We reiterate that the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant is an integral part of Ukraine’s nuclear infrastructure. Any arrangements concerning its future must fully respect Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Secondly, Slovenia uses today's opportunity to recall: Iran must never be allowed to acquire a nuclear weapon. We call on Iran to fully comply with the Non-Proliferation Treaty and ensure full cooperation with the Agency. The Iranian nuclear issue should be resolved by diplomatic means only. 

We also remain deeply concerned about the continued development and advancement of the DPRK’s nuclear and ballistic missile programmes. 

On the other hand, we welcome the Syria's new authorities’ full and open cooperation with the Agency, taking decisive steps to clarify outstanding issues connected to activities under the former regime. We encourage them to ensure full compliance with Syria's international obligations. 

Finally, Mr President, 
We commend the Agency's efforts to promote peaceful uses of nuclear science and technology in areas such as health, agriculture, water management and environmental protection. 
Slovenia attaches great importance to international cooperation and capacity building and we are proud to share our expertise in nuclear safety, nuclear security, regulatory development and emergency preparedness with regional partners. 

This year we hosted an expert-level interregional workshop in Ljubljana entitled "Promoting the Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management". The workshop provided participants with a valuable insight into the obligations of Contracting Parties to the Joint Convention. 

Mr. President, 
Slovenia commends the Agency’s steadfast commitment to advancing equal rights and acknowledges the significant progress made through the Lise Meitner Programme and Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellowship Programme. Empowering women to actively participate in nuclear science and policy is crucial for the future of this field. 

In closing, we reaffirm our unwavering support for the Agency's work in ensuring that nuclear energy is used safely, securely, and exclusively for peaceful purposes. 
I thank you, Mr President.
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