HLPF 2026: Transformative, equitable, innovative and coordinated actions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals for a sustainable future for all - Statement by the Republic of Slovenia

Mister President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,

With only a few years remaining until 2030, the international community faces a critical moment. Despite undeniable achievements in the implementation of the SDGs, overall progress is slow and uneven. The cascading and interconnected crises of recent years have hit the most vulnerable countries particularly hard, especially those with limited capacities and financial resources. 

In this context, incremental change will not be enough to meet the ambitions of the 2030 Agenda. Transformative action across all three dimensions of sustainable development is more urgent than ever.

We are pleased to note that this year’s SDSN Sustainable Development Report ranks Slovenia 15th among 169 UN Member States. Slovenia has already achieved two SDGs, namely SDG 1 “No poverty” and SDG 9 “Industry innovation and infrastructure”. In addition, SDG 11 “Sustainable cities and communities” is well on its way to implementation. At the same time, major challenges persist with regard to SDG 12 “Responsible consumption”, SDG 13 “Climate action” and SDG 14 “Life below water". 

First, we must accelerate economic transformation through a just and green transition. Investments in green technologies and sustainable infrastructure can create new employment opportunities, enhance competitiveness, and strengthen resilience to climate change.

Second, sustainable development must be people-centred, focused on protection of human rights and the principle of leaving no one behind. We are committed to strengthening social cohesion, reducing inequalities, and ensuring equal opportunities for all members of society. Particular attention is given to women and girls, older persons, persons with disabilities and other groups in vulnerable situations.

Third, environmental sustainability must remain at the centre of our efforts. The impacts of climate change, land degradation, water scarcity, and biodiversity loss threaten livelihoods, ecosystems, and the well-being of future generations. Accelerating the transition to sustainable consumption and production patterns, expanding renewable energy and protecting natural resources are critical to securing a sustainable future for all. These efforts should be guided by science, innovation and cost-effective solutions that deliver measurable results.
Furthermore, innovation is another key driver of sustainable development. Slovenia supports the responsible use of new and emerging technologies to accelerate progress towards the SDGs. At the same time, we emphasize the importance of ensuring that technological advances remain inclusive, ethical, environmentally sound, and accessible, helping to bridge rather than widen existing divides. We also recognise the important role of research, entrepreneurship and digital transformation in strengthening resilience and long-term prosperity.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
As we approach the final stretch towards 2030, we must renew our collective commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals. Accelerated action, enhanced solidarity, and reinforced international collaboration are crucial for creating a more resilient, inclusive, peaceful, and sustainable future. Achieving the SDGs also requires national ownership, sound public governance and responsible implementation at all levels. Slovenia emphasizes the critical role of the UN in leading these efforts. In this context, the UN80 initiative presents a key opportunity to ensure that the United Nations remains effective, efficient, and fit for purpose in addressing today's complex global challenges. 
Slovenia stands ready to engage with all partners to advance this shared agenda and turn our commitments into tangible outcomes. 

Thank you. 

