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Mr. Chair,
Excellencies,

As a water-rich country with a long tradition of integrated water resources management, through years Slovenia has made substantial progress towards ensuring the availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.

Several enabling factors have supported this progress. Strong environmental and water-related legislation, well established tradition in integrated planning, reliable monitoring systems and close cooperation among national institutions, local communities, scientific organizations and water utilities have all contributed to accelerating implementation.

In combination with sanitation, Slovenia's experience highlights also other important accelerators. Advanced source to sea approaches integrating river basin and marine management, closely linked with flood risk management and spatial planning, strengthens resilience to increasing climate variability. Restoration and conjunctive management of rivers, wetlands and groundwater as well as involvement of nature-based solutions contribute simultaneously to biodiversity conservation, climate adaptation and human well-being. Digital technologies, satellite observation and artificial intelligence offer new opportunities for improving water monitoring and anticipating future risks.

Transboundary cooperation is another important accelerator of SDG 6 implementation. Cooperation across borders on bilateral, sub-regional and regional levels enhances resilience to floods and droughts, supports sustainable development and contributes to peace and stability in regions. In this regard, Slovenia also values the experience gained through its chairmanship of the Bureau of the UNECE Water Convention.

Slovenia's experience shows that water security is not achieved through infrastructure alone. It is built through sound management and governance, long-term stewardship of water resources,  cooperation and participatory solutions.

Thank you.
