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Mr. Chair,
Excellencies,

Slovenia aligns with the EU Statement.

the 2026 UN-Water SDG 6 Synthesis Report reminds us that the world is not on track to achieve SDG 6 by 2030. Climate change, ecosystem degradation, insufficient financing and fragmented governance continue to hinder progress. In many cases, the challenges are not technical but institutional, political and financial.

Slovenia is pleased to report that at the national level the implementation of the SDG 6 is progressing well. The overall state of water resources in our water-rich country is good. Access to drinking water and sanitation is universal, in accordance with the human right to drinking water which we enshrined into our Constitution. Water quality remains high, and pressures on water resources are relatively low. These results reflect our long-standing commitment to integrated water resources management and environmental protection.

Accelerating progress requires integrated policies that combine water management, ecosystem protection and climate adaptation. We must strengthen scientific cooperation, improve monitoring and promote innovative technologies. Equally important is the recognition that water is closely linked with health, food security, energy, climate action and biodiversity. Only by fully leveraging these interlinkages through coherent and well-integrated policies can we maximize the benefits of our actions.

We would like to emphasise that articular attention should be given to transboundary water cooperation. Shared waters require shared responsibility. Effective cooperation strengthens water security, enhances climate resilience and contributes to peace and regional stability.

Since 2024, Slovenia has had the honour of chairing the Bureau of the UNECE Water Convention. Building on our tradition of cooperation, we are promoting climate resilience in transboundary basins, innovative monitoring technologies and the implementation of the Water Convention Programme of Work 2025–2027. Through these efforts, we seek to strengthen international cooperation and support the achievement of SDG 6 worldwide.

Mr. Chair,

As we approach 2030, we must reflect on the achievements of the Agenda for Sustainable Development, and on the future of the global water governance. SDG 6 needs significant acceleration through continuous monitoring and review, collective action, strong implementation support and better donor coordination. In order to ensure equitable delivery, this acceleration should be supported by a fit-for-purpose governance architecture, that provides for regular, inclusive multi-stakeholder and cross-sectoral dialogues. 

Water security cannot be achieved through infrastructure alone. It is built through cooperation, sound governance and long-term stewardship of water resources.

Thank you.

