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Mr. Chair,

Slovenia aligns itself with the statement of the European Union. The following are remarks in our national capacity.

In a world which promised to leave no one behind, the number of people in need is growing each year. Whether displaced, starving, or persecuted, millions cry out for protection and aid—yet the gap between the resources required and those actually delivered widens every day. 

Slovenia reaffirms its commitment to acting for people in need through humanitarian action, humanitarian funding and humanitarian diplomacy.





First, humanitarian diplomacy to ensure international humanitarian law is respected and humanitarian challenges are tackled together. We often say international law provides a safety net for small countries. Equally, IHL offers protection to civilians affected by armed conflicts, while the humanitarian norms and principles enshrined in relevant instruments provide a safety net for people most in need universally. 

In this vein, I would like to underline the role of the Global Initiative to Galvanize Political Commitment to IHL, within which Slovenia actively contributes to as one of the co-chairs of the workstream on protection of civilian infrastructure and engaging in the work streams on national IHL committees and new technologies. We also launched the Global Alliance to Spare Water from Armed Conflicts. Acting for humanity was at the forefront of our Security Council term – from serving as a co-focal point on conflict and hunger, to consistently calling for safety of humanitarian workers, children and other vulnerable groups, and accountability for violations of international humanitarian law. 

I take this opportunity to thank humanitarian workers for the risk they take. I once again call on all parties in armed conflicts to respect humanitarian operations and to facilitate and ensure safe, rapid and unhindered passage of humanitarian assistance to all those in need.




Mr Chair,

Acting and speaking in unity galvanizes political will and strengthens our collective commitment to IHL and principled humanitarian action. Slovenia was therefore among the first ones to endorse and sign the Political Declaration on Explosive Weapons in Populated Areas and the Declaration for the Protection of Humanitarian Personnel.  
 
Second, humanitarian funding to enable relief reaching every corner of the globe. Slovenia remains a reliable humanitarian partner. In recent years, we have substantially increased our humanitarian contribution, particularly through trusted international organizations operating on the ground. We maintain strong partnerships with ICRC, WFP, WHO and other humanitarian actors, while ensuring that our support is effective, transparent and focused on delivering assistance to those most in need. We also continue to support flexible funding mechanisms that enable rapid responses to emerging humanitarian crises, including food insecurity and conflict-related emergencies.

We recognise the growing needs on the ground and the mounting pressure on the humanitarian sector. Slovenia therefore supports ambitions of the humanitarian reset and efforts to strengthen the effectiveness, accountability and sustainability of humanitarian action, while preserving the humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence.

Third, humanitarian action to serve people in need, including by supporting local actors for local communities. Slovenia’s approach to the humanitarian-development-peace nexus merges emergency relief, long-term resilience, and peacebuilding in crisis-affected regions. We support several projects by our NGOs and implementing institutions, spanning from mine action and post-conflict rehabilitation in Ukraine and Bosnia and Herzegovina to the support to Syrian and Palestinian refugees and Lebanese women in Lebanon. 

Colleagues,

The most effective humanitarian mechanism remains preventing catastrophes before they occur. Prevention remains the most effective humanitarian tool. Preventing armed conflicts, protecting civilians, strengthening resilience and ensuring accountability for violations of international humanitarian and human rights law are essential for reducing human suffering and promoting long-term stability. 

Slovenia firmly believes that those responsible for the most serious violations of international law must be held accountable. In order to strengthen international cooperation in investigating and prosecuting the most serious international crimes, Slovenia encourages states to accede the Ljubljana-The Hague Convention.

Prevention saves lives. 

Thank you.
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