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[bookmark: _Hlk170857587]Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Rapid advances in science, technology and innovation (STI) offer enormous potential to accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

I therefore welcome the opportunity to contribute to today's discussion in this session, which, as its title suggests, addresses one of the key drivers of sustainable development.

Mr. Chair, 

[bookmark: _Hlk161528207][bookmark: _Hlk170859307]This is because a strengthened science-policy nexus enables decision-makers to design more effective, transparent and forward-looking policies aligned with long-term sustainability objectives. 

[bookmark: _Hlk196086811]In doing so, it is also important to apply STI with a full understanding of the political, socio-economic and environmental context, ensuring that scientific knowledge is accessible, trusted, and responsive to societal needs.

We therefore emphasize the importance of engaging a wide range of stakeholders in this nexus, including the scientific community, policymakers, the private sector and civil society. 

[bookmark: _Hlk228913327]At the same time, recognizing that STI advances are often unevenly distributed and may even deepen divides, we attach great importance to advocating for an inclusive, human rights-based approach that leaves no one behind. 

Mr. Chair, to illustrate,

[bookmark: _Hlk196089143]At the national level, Slovenia actively promotes the integration of scientific knowledge into policymaking as part of its broader STI approach. 

Our Research and Innovation Strategy 2030 highlights the role of evidence-based solutions in addressing key sustainable development challenges, in line with the 2030 Agenda and the green and digital transition. 

In cooperation with international partners, the Slovenian Centre of Excellence for Space Science and Technologies uses satellite data and digital ecosystem models to enhance resilience to climate change.

[bookmark: _Hlk170866113]These efforts include the prediction of climate-induced risks on transboundary rivers in Africa, with a strong focus on cooperation with local universities and companies, as well as on knowledge transfer and capacity-building.

[bookmark: _Hlk228914256][bookmark: _Hlk196091740]I look forward to hearing more examples of good practice in the afternoon session focusing on SDG6, and to conclude, Mr. Chair,

Let me highlight that this example shows that data-driven, evidence-based policymaking is critical to addressing today's complex and interconnected challenges.

Slovenia will continue to promote such policymaking, contributing to global efforts to achieve the SDGs through STI. 

I thank you. 
