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Madame Chair,

Slovenia welcome’s this year’s priority theme. Without equal access to justice, rights remain only promises on paper.

More than thirty years after the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, progress remains uneven and fragile. Hard-won gains are challenged, and persistent structural barriers continue to prevent many women and girls from exercising their rights and realising their full potential.

In Slovenia, access to justice is firmly embedded in the constitutional order. It guarantees the right to judicial protection before an independent and impartial court; equality before the law without discrimination; equal protection of rights in all proceedings, and the right to an effective legal remedy. 

These principles are furthermore implemented through legislation and other concrete measures. In addition, we also recognize that justice systems must be accessible, inclusive, gender-responsive and free from discrimination. 

Structural inequalities, such as economic dependence, the disproportionate burden of unpaid care work and multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination, continue to impede women’s full enjoyment of their rights. 

Addressing these barriers requires comprehensive action that goes beyond legislation to ensure that rights are not only formally guaranteed, but effectively realised in practice.

Madame Chair,

Violence against all women and girls remains one of the most pervasive barriers to justice. In the digital era, emerging forms of violence, including online harassment and abuse, must also be addressed. 

Slovenia recognises that public trust in institutions is essential for preventing, prosecuting and eliminating such violence. Our approach emphasises accessible, survivor-centred and timely support services, including strong protection mechanisms for the prevention of secondary victimisation, and the full guarantee of fair trial rights.

But equal access to justice cannot stand alone; it must be accompanied by women’s full, equal, meaningful and safe participation in public life and decision-making. 

In recent years, Slovenia has taken significant steps to advance more balanced representation in political and public decision-making, including through legislation and targeted initiatives. 

Yet, true equality requires more than numerical representation alone. It asks for inclusive environments that challenge gender stereotypes, prevent harassment and violence, and dismantle structural and cultural barriers to leadership.

Madame chair,

Ensuring access to justice requires political will, adequate resources and sustained institutional reform. We call for renewed political will to ensure that every woman and girl can participate equally, live free from violence, equal in rights and able to seek justice with dignity.

Thank you.

image1.png




