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Thank you, Madame President,

Slovenia aligns with the statements delivered by the EU and the Group of Friends of Action on Conflict and Hunger.

I would like to thank the Secretary-General [Mr. António Guterres], the Acting Executive Director of the World Food Programme [Mr. Carl Skau], and [the civil society briefer] for bringing to this Chamber the latest assessment of food insecurity in armed conflicts. And for reminding us of the major responsibility this Council bears in preventing and mitigating food crises driven by war.

Hunger is perhaps one of the most public faces of war. It lives in the memories passed down by generations. It confronts us in the indispensable advocacy of humanitarian organizations. And it reaches us daily through the screens of our phones, from conflicts across the world.

Yet, in this familiarity, we risk forgetting that hunger is not an inevitable consequence of war. It is preventable in its entirety.

Madam President,

Food insecurity in conflict is shaped by choices and actions of the parties.
Whether civilians and civilian infrastructure are protected. Whether food can be produced and markets can function. Whether humanitarian assistance can reach those in need. Whether those particularly vulnerable - children, women, older persons, persons with disabilities - enjoy special protection.

Ultimately, whether the rules of international humanitarian law are respected and this Council's landmark resolution 2417 is fully implemented.

That means there is space for action. And it means there is responsibility, including in this Chamber.

The reports this Council receives from reliable sources, such as the World Food Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization, must inform international community's response in Sudan, South Sudan, Yemen, the Occupied Palestinian Territories and eastern DRC. 

The early warning alerts provided by the IPC System, multi-stakeholder global initiative for food security and nutrition, should inspire collective preventive action in Afghanistan, the Sahel, Haiti, Lebanon, Mali and Myanmar. 
While Russia’s full-scale invasion and occupation of Ukrainian territory together with contaminated farmland continues to pose one of the most pressing risks for global grain and food security, disruptions of movement of energy and fertilizers through the Strait of Hormuz and the Red Sea add further pressure to the global food system. 

Slovenia, serving as the Council's Informal Co-Focal Point on Hunger and Conflict together with Guyana in 2025, would like to use this opportunity to offer the following recommendations to this Council:

First, respect and ensuring respect for international humanitarian law must remain at the centre of our evidence-based response to conflict-induced hunger. 

International law prohibits the starvation of civilians as a method of warfare. Those responsible must be held accountable.

Second, humanitarian workers must be protected and humanitarian access must be facilitated. Those risking their own lives delivering food and other life-saving assistance must be able to reach people in need safely, rapidly and without obstruction.

Third, objects indispensable to the survival of the civilian population enjoy special protection. In this regard, Slovenia is particularly concerned by the pattern of attacks on water infrastructure and freshwater resources. 

The Global Alliance to Spare Water from Armed Conflicts, which Slovenia established together with partners, recognizes the direct links between water, food production, civilian survival and public health. It calls for stronger protection of water in conflict zones around the world.

And fourth, humanitarian diplomacy must continue to deliver. Humanitarian cease-fire agreements should be considered whenever possible. Political engagement must translate into humanitarian access. This is why, Slovenia continues to strengthened its support for the World Food Programme and its indispensable work in delivering life-saving assistance.

Madam President,

We know the rules. We have the early-warning tools. And we have the capacity to act.

Before hunger turns into famine.

Thank you.
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