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Madam Chair, 
This occasion offers an important opportunity to recall that the Council was able to speak with one voice condemning attacks against the wounded and sick as well as medical and humanitarian personnel, hospitals and other medical facilities. 

It was a united and resounding message: healthcare must never be a target.  

Regrettably, that message continues to be ignored. The Council's voice is getting weaker. And so these attacks continue to increase in numbers and viciousness. 

Across conflicts, hospitals are bombed, ambulances blocked, and healthcare workers threatened, shot at and even killed. 

Many health workers, like dr Abu Safiya from Gaza continue to be arbitrary detained and subjected to torture and other cruel and degrading treatment. 
The so-called double tap strikes – an unacceptable, deeply inhumane and often fatal war tactic has now been documented repeatedly across several conflicts, most recently in Lebanon. 

This is a reflection of a deeply troubling trends of our community's erosion of respect for international humanitarian law.

We ask urgent action:
First, let's recommit, let's renew our respect for international law. International humanitarian law is clear: The protection of medical personnel and facilities is a legal obligation for all parties to the conflict. The Council should declare enough is enough. 

Second, let's do more to prevent these attacks. Parties to conflict must take positive measures to protect healthcare and ensure its functioning. 

Third, if attacks happen, accountability must follow. Those responsible must be held accountable, including through international courts such as the International Criminal Court.

The Council should ask for regular briefings from the Secretary General on the state of investigations of the attacks on medical personnel. 

The Council should also demand from parties to the conflicts reports on their follow up to the incidents to ensure accountability.  

Let me conclude with expression of deep respect for the courage of medical personnel, who risk their own lives to save others. 

Now let's demonstrate our courage by doing more to protect them.
Thank you.
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