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New York, 1 September 2026

Mr. President,
Madam Executive Director, 
Excellencies, 

Children today face a convergence of challenges, including armed conflict, displacement, poverty, disrupted education, and limited access to health and essential services. In the face of these challenges, UNICEF’s mission remains unwavering: to protect and support every child.

For every child around the world, UNICEF is a leading global advocate for the rights, safety, and well-being of children worldwide.

And for children in emergencies, UNICEF is a lifeline. It provided a glimmer of hope and solidarity for children who faced turmoil and trauma instead of carefree childhoods, particularly in conflict-affected settings. From access to safe drinking water, vaccination, education in emergencies, reunification of families to community-based reintegration programmes and providing supporting services for child survivors, including victims of explosive weapons. This long list of interventions includes UNICEF's nutrition programmes in over 130 countries. While global hunger is declining for a third consecutive year, regional disparities remain stark and the progress in child nutrition is stalling. UNICEF's nutrition programmes are often crucial for health and development of children across the globe. 

Colleagues,

We live at a time when international humanitarian law is facing unprecedented challenges and widespread, persistent violations. Those paying the price are too often children. Children's rights that are enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child are violated every day.

In these circumstances, it is the vest of UNICEF employees that represents our common promise of protecting and providing for every child. However, growing operational constraints, financial pressures, and political complexities create significant challenges for their work. 

Slovenia reaffirms its commitment to UNICEF's mission and its support to its leadership and staff in their global advocacy and work on the ground. We recognize the central role of country programme documents to address countries’ specific needs and promote local ownership. In the context of the UN80 Initiative, it is essential to create the proper conditions for UNICEF to carry out its work efficiently and fit for purpose. As updated financial estimates unfortunately project declining income, diversified funding and growing engagement of private sector is essential for supporting UNICEF mission. Slovenia underlines the need for continuous focus on measurable results, efficiency and transparency in use of financial resources, and the implementation of reform processes along with strengthened coordination with other UN entities.

For every child, our actions today matter. It matters how we strengthen partnerships with local organizations and frontline responders knowing their communities. It matters that we navigate financial constraints collectively and to invest proactively in anticipatory action. The impact of our investments translates into daily lives of children, our future.

Thank you.
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