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Mr. President,

Slovenia aligns itself with the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union.

Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol began in 2014. Since then, Russia has expanded its illegal occupation to parts of the Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions.

Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 marked a dramatic escalation of its aggression. This war of aggression constitutes a blatant breach of the core principles of the United Nations Charter. It violates Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.

Slovenia has been clear on this from the beginning. Crimea and Sevastopol, as well as the Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions, are part of Ukraine. Internationally recognised borders cannot be changed by force.

Against this background, Slovenia is deeply concerned by the sharp rise in civilian casualties. Recent UN reporting shows that the human cost of Russia’s aggression continues to grow.

We condemn attacks against civilians and civilian objects, as well as indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks, in the strongest possible terms. International humanitarian law must be respected at all times.

Mr. President,

The consequences of Russia’s occupation are not only political or territorial. They are deeply human.

For more than twelve years, people living in the territories of Ukraine temporarily occupied by the Russian Federation have faced serious and systematic violations of their human rights.

Occupation does not suspend human rights. Nor does it release an occupying Power from its obligations under international humanitarian law.

The findings of the United Nations are deeply disturbing. Documented violations include arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, torture and ill-treatment, including sexual violence, and restrictions on freedom of expression and religion. They also include forced passportisation, unlawful conscription and expropriation of property.

We are also witnessing sustained pressure on Ukrainian identity, language, culture and education.

Mr. President,

Children require our particular attention.

Slovenia strongly condemns the unlawful deportation and forcible transfer of Ukrainian children by Russian authorities to Russian territory or to areas they occupied in Ukraine. The Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine has found that such acts, in the situations it examined, amount to war crimes.

Thousands of Ukrainian children have been deprived of their liberty, subjected to alternation of their identity, indoctrination, and even adoptions, and have suffered from trauma and anxiety. These practices must end.

As a member of the International Coalition for the Return of Ukrainian Children, Slovenia calls upon Russia to ensure the immediate, safe and unconditional return of all unlawfully deported and forcibly transferred Ukrainian children to Ukraine.

The protection of children, in strict compliance with international humanitarian law and international human rights law, must remain a priority.

Mr. President,

There must be accountability for these violations. A just peace cannot be built on impunity.

Slovenia therefore reiterates its call for full accountability for international crimes, as well as for violations and abuses of human rights.

We reaffirm our support for a just and lasting peace in Ukraine, grounded in international law and the UN Charter, including respect for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Russia must end its violations of international law. It must end its illegal occupation of Ukrainian territory and respect the rights and dignity of the people living under occupation.

It must cease its war of aggression against Ukraine. A just and lasting peace must be based on the UN Charter, international law and full respect for Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity. I thank you.
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