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Thank you, Madam Chair,

Slovenia aligns itself with the statement of the European Union and wishes to add the following in its national capacity.

We welcome the priority theme of this session, as we strongly believe that social justice is achieved not through isolated measures, but through coherent and inclusive public action that connects social protection, care and support services, family policies, equal opportunities, and the inclusion of vulnerable groups. We place strong emphasis on policy coherence and a whole-of-government approach.

In Slovenia, we understand poverty as the result of an interplay of material deprivation, barriers to accessing rights and services, and unequal care burdens, affecting families and individuals - particularly women. Single-parent households, predominantly headed by women, clearly illustrate how income insecurity and care burdens reinforce social exclusion. Through our policies we therefore aim to strengthen both income security and the accessibility and quality of support services. 

Key policy framework is the National Implementation Plan, which sets out concrete measures to reduce poverty, improve access to services, and strengthen implementing organizations. We have progressively adjusted the minimum income in response to cost-of-living pressures and strengthened income security in old age, including through the introduction of a guaranteed widow(er)’s pension, thus reducing risks of poverty among older women.

During the cost-of-living crisis, we introduced targeted one-off measures, including energy allowances for social assistance recipients and a cost-of-living supplement to child benefits with particular attention to single-parent households and persons with disabilities. 

Madam Chair, 

We view care and support systems as essential social infrastructure. We have strengthened Social Services Centers, regulated on-call interventions, introduced regular professional supervision, simplified access to the supplementary allowances and set a legal basis for short-term crisis accommodation in cases of acute distress. 

At the same time, we have increased funding for social protection programs - particularly in mental health, violence prevention, addiction, and support for vulnerable groups. Accessibility has been strengthened through clearer information and digital tools, including a Guide to Social Rights and e-applications.

Slovenia particularly emphasizes community-based approaches and the inclusion of vulnerable groups. We are, for example, establishing a network of multi-generational centers, a network of multi-purpose Roma centers, and we have added field personnel at the Social Services Centers working with Roma communities. We continue to implement targeted social activation programs, including employment-support, developing programs to prevent violence, to work with perpetrators and for early inclusion of children in kindergarten as a key tool for preventing exclusion. 




Madam Chair, 

Dignity is inseparably linked to family policy and work–life balance. Slovenia reformed parental leave, strengthened non-transferable rights for both parents, enabled the use of part of the non-transferable leave until the child’s age of eight, and expanded flexible work arrangements. We introduced carer's leave for the care of close family member and improved income compensation. We also reformed foster care - to strengthen safeguards for children and improve support for foster families. 

Slovenia remains firmly committed to human rights and equality. The full marriage equality and the National Program for Equal Opportunities for Women and Men strengthen the strategic framework for addressing structural inequalities. In the field of violence prevention, we adopted the Resolution and an action plan with several measures. We have also strengthened the rights of victims of violence at a work place, including through the right to paid leave.

Finally, we would like to highlight the resilience to crises. Following the floods in 2023, Slovenia provided solidarity assistance and additional support to families through family centers, including childcare and psychosocial support. These experiences confirm that social justice depends on the state’s ability to protect people quickly and in a coordinated manner, particularly in times of crisis.

Madam Chair, 

Slovenia believes that coordinated, equitable, and inclusive policies are the foundation of a society that reduces poverty, strengthens dignity, and ensures that no one is left alone in distress. Policy coordination is the means; social justice and human dignity are the goal.

Thank you.
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