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Thank you, Mr Chair.
The 2026 Financing for Development Forum is marked by a widening gap between ambition and implementation. Furthermore, rising geopolitical tensions and political and economic uncertainties put entire development system under strain.
Ladies and gentlemen,
When our leaders have met in Seville, Spain last year, they were resolute in a joint objective to bridge the financing gap. A task necessary to continue on our path to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.
The Sevilla Commitment, which Slovenia strongly supported, reaffirmed our collective responsibility to mobilize adequate, predictable, and sustainable financing. It emphasized the principles of equity, inclusion and human rights. It called for strengthened international cooperation, and combining all possible resources to achieve scale and impact.
Our joint commitment did not shy away from ambition or action, despite complex and challenging consultations process.
This is why, I would like to deliver the following three messages today:
First, international public finance must be scaled up and aligned with national development priorities. We must ensure that financing reaches those most in need, including our partners in the Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States. It is imperative to improve access to concessional finance and to address the excessive debt burden of many developing countries. 
We commend the efforts in this regard, including by aligning the Sevilla Commitment with the Doha, Awaza and Antigua and Barbuda action programmes providing a foundation for tailor-made transformative change.
Second, domestic resource mobilization remains the backbone of sustainable financing. Strengthening tax systems, combating illicit financial flows, and improving public financial management is key to ensure that countries can generate and effectively use their own resources. 
Slovenia emphasizes the importance of capacity building, sharing knowledge and exchange of good practices with developing countries. Such example is Slovenia-based Center of Excellence in Finance which is partnering with the International Monetary Fund. 
Third, private sector engagement is indispensable. It is a key driver of economic growth and job creation and promotes participation in global supply chains. However, private investments must be guided by clear frameworks that align them with sustainable development outcomes and safeguard public interest.
We therefore welcome the multi-stakeholder approach to the FFD Forums, bringing together a diverse set of actors, including private sector and civil society, to align in our common goals.
Finally, we must prioritize resilience. Climate change, economic and political vulnerabilities continue to threaten development gains. Financing for Disaster Risk Reduction is an investment in resilience of infrastructure and communities. Financing for Fragile and Conflict-Affected Countries supports peace building, early recovery and reconstruction in communities struck by conflicts.
Slovenia recognizes the importance of introducing and integrating the newly-developed Multidimensional Vulnerability Index to provide guidance for allocating concessional aid, debt restructuring, and emergency assistance and build resilience to withstand future shocks.
Ladies and gentlemen,
The credibility of our multilateral system depends on our ability to deliver. The Sevilla Commitment provides a roadmap—but it is our collective responsibility to ensure it is implementation and deliver tangible results for people and planet.
I thank you.
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