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Thank you.
Distinguished Delegates, Dear Colleagues,

I have the honour to address the Commission on Population and Development today as it meets to discuss the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action and the ICPD Programme of Action. More than three decades later, the rights-based approach to population and development it took, remains as relevant as ever.

As we discuss its interplay with technological progress this year, I would like to address the following three points.

Firstly, technological progress and digital transformation must benefit every individual, regardless of their age, gender or any other circumstance.

Slovenia has been at the forefront of international debates on ageing with rights and dignity, and international public awareness-raising about the challenges of ageism and age-based discrimination. 
As a firm supporter of a new international legally binding instrument on the rights of older persons, we look forward to engage with Member States and the newly established Open-Ended Intergovernmental Working Group tasked with the drafting.

At home, Slovenia has developed a comprehensive range of legislative and non-legislative measures, aimed at longevity, including the Long-Term Care Act. 

It is of particular importance to ensure that older persons are not excluded from the benefits of technological progress due to the age digital divide. New technologies and AI hold the potential to improve access to services, enhance educational outcomes and support inclusive economic participation. At the same time, special attention must be paid to the safeguards, as emerging digital tools can exacerbate discrimination, reinforce stereotypes, and create new forms of abuse that directly impact people's lives and wellbeing.

My second point today is on the benefits that the digital health can bring for the long-term sustainability and resilience of healthcare systems.

Solutions must be accessible to everyone, inclusive by design, and safe and secure for the users and beneficiaries. 

I want to share an example of bringing together the goal of eliminating gender digital divide and delivering the benefits of new technologies to the most vulnerable communities. 
With the support of Slovenia, UNFPA and an innovative enterprise ElevonX have been working together to deliver emergency medical aid by using unmanned aerial vehicles – drones – across the rural areas of Madagascar. 

By reducing the delivery time of critical medical supplies, including vaccines and maternal health commodities, they have provided life-saving support to the mothers and new-borns in remote communities. Such solutions – at scale – lead to significant results in reduced maternal and infant mortality

Finally, allow me to emphasize Slovenia’s commitment to sexual and reproductive health and rights. 

Protected at home by our constitutional and legislative framework and part of our global rights-based approach.

Prevention is an important imperative in Slovenia’s health system. Our capabilities in population screening programs for the early detection of cervical, breast, and colorectal cancer have been long recognized as a strategy for better treatment outcomes and higher quality of life. 

For more than 20 years, the national cancer screening programmes supported by the Institute of Oncology in Ljubljana have been integral to Slovenia’s prevention strategy. 



This is an area where Slovenia proudly shares our experiences and good practices. At the UNFPA’s initiative a study visit of experts from the Eastern Europe and Central Asia on cervical cancer prevention and screening has taken place this February.

Leveraging data science, analysis and modelling, as well as advanced technology, these initiatives are closely linked with our global efforts.

Slovenia reaffirms our support to the UNFPA and WHO in their efforts, as well as welcome the collaboration among governments, civil society, academia and private sector in delivering healthy lives for all at all ages.

I thank you.
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