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Based on the first, sixth and seventh paragraph of Article 43 of the Ionising Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 76/17) the Minister for Health in agreement with the Minister of Environment and Spatial Planning hereby issues the

R U L E S
on authorizing of radiation protection experts

Article 1 
(Content)
These Rules in accordance with Council Directive 2013/59/Euratom of 5 December 2013 laying down basic safety standards for the protection against the dangers arising from ionizing radiation and repealing Directives 89/618/Euratom, 90/641/Euratom, 96/29/Euratom, 97/43/Euratom and 2003/122/Euratom (OJ L No. 13, 17. 1. 2014, p. 1), last amended by Corrigendum (OJ L No. 72, 17. 3. 2016, p. 69) provides:
· the conditions to be fulfilled by legal or natural persons to obtain authorization to carry out the work of an authorised radiation protection expert, and the field, scope and method of their work; 
· the conditions regarding the education, qualifications and experience that must be fulfilled by natural persons to obtain the authorisation for a radiation protection expert;  
· the conditions regarding the employment of authorised experts, accreditation of measurement methods, measuring and other equipment that must be fulfilled by legal persons to obtain the authorisation for a radiation protection expert;  
· the method and scope of regular and special reporting by authorised radiation protection experts and
· the conditions for persons carrying out technical inspections of radiation sources.
Article 2 (Definitions)
The terms used in these Rules have the following meaning:
1. Accreditation is an attestation by the Slovenian Accreditation or other accreditation service recognised by the Slovenian Accreditation, which recognises the competence of an accredited body for carrying out specific the conformity assessment tasks.
2. The competent authority means the administrative body responsible for issuing licences to carry out radiation practice or the registration of radiation practice in accordance with the Act on Ionising Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 76/17; hereinafter: ZVISJV-1).
Article 3
(Individual fields of radiation protection)
A legal or natural person may obtain the authorization for a radiation protection expert in one or more comprehensive fields: 
1. diagnostic and interventional radiology in healthcare and veterinary,
2. radiotherapy - teletherapy in healthcare and veterinary,
3. radiotherapy - brachytherapy in healthcare and veterinary, 
4. nuclear medicine in healthcare and veterinary,
5. activities in industry, research and education where radiation sources are used, 
6. radiation protection in nuclear and radiation facilities,
7. exposure of the public due to carrying out radiation practice, 
8. exposure due to natural and technologically modified radiation sources, 
9. management of radioactive waste,
10. exposure in air transport,
11. emergency preparedness. 
Article 4
(Authorization for natural persons)
(1) A natural person may obtain the authorization for a radiation protection expert in the areas referred to in the preceding Article for: 
·    advising on the carrying out radiation practices, drawing up an assessments of radiation protection and delivering expert opinions based on measurements or calculations, on matters referred to in the second paragraph of Article 42 of the ZVISJV-1, 
·   providing content in the framework of training in radiation protection. 
(2) A natural person may obtain the authorization referred to in the preceding paragraph, if the conditions referred to in the second paragraph of Article 43 of the ZVISJV-1 are fulfilled. Compliance with these conditions includes: 
· professional references in the fields referred to in the previous Article, knowledge in radiation protection and adequate knowledge of the use of measuring equipment, 
· knowledge, qualifications and experience needed to draw up an assessment of radiation protection,
· knowledge of regulations and international recommendations in the field of radiation protection,  
· the fulfilment of conditions for continuous professional development, adopted by the commission referred to in the seventh paragraph of Article 43 of the ZVISJV-1.
Article 5
(Authorization for legal persons)

A legal person may obtain the authorization for a radiation protection expert in the areas referred to in Article 3 of these Rules for one or more comprehensive volumes: 
1. advising on the carrying out radiation practice, drawing-up the radiation protection assessments and delivering expert opinions based on measurements or calculations on matters referred to in the second paragraph of Article 42 of the ZVISJV-1, if it has at least one full-time and permanent employee, who has the authorization for the radiation protection expert referred to in the first indent of the first paragraph of the previous Article;  
2. conducting control measurements in controlled and supervised areas, examinations of radiation sources and personal protective equipment, if:  
· has at least one full-time and permanent employee, who has the authorization of the radiation protection expert referred to in the first indent of the first paragraph of the previous Article. If the authorization is issued in the field of healthcare and veterinary, the legal person must also employ for the full-time and permanent at least one person, who has the authorization of a medical physics expert, 
· is accredited for conducting measurements according to the standard SIST EN ISO/IEC 17025 with appropriate measurement methods for a particular area referred to in Article 3 of these Rules and
· has established protocols for the implementation of control measurements in controlled and supervised areas, checking and measurements of radiation sources and personal protective equipment;
3. conducting training for persons involved in carrying out radiation practice and radiological procedures if:  
· has at least one full-time and permanent employee, who has the authorization of the radiation protection expert referred to in the second indent of the first paragraph of the previous Article, 
· ensures that at least half of the program relating to radiation protection and the protection of workers is conducted by lecturers who have the authorization for the radiation protection expert referred to in the second indent of the first paragraph of the preceding Article. In case the authorization is issued for conducting the training for operators carrying out a radiation practice, he also ensures that at least half of the program relating to the care of patients is conducted by lecturers who have the authorization for a medical physics expert, 
· conducts a training program approved by the authority competent for radiation protection, 
· provides facilities and necessary equipment for carrying out training, and 
· has a quality training system in accordance with the requirements of the SIST EN 9001 standard, as evidenced by the certificate of compliance. 
Article 6
(Application for authorization)
(1) To obtain the authorization referred to in Articles 4 or 5 of these Rules, a natural or legal person must submit an application to the authority competent for radiation protection. 
(2) The application for the authorization referred to in Article 4 of these Rules must include:  
· an indication of the area referred to in Article 3 of these Rules; 
· an indication of the scope of the powers referred to in the first paragraph of Article 4 of these Rules;
· the evidence of qualifications; 
· the proof of past working experience; 
· the evidence of compliance with the conditions laid down in the second paragraph of Article 4 of these Rules.  
(3) The application for the authorization referred to in the preceding Article must include: 
· an indication of the area referred to in Article 3 of these Rules; 
· an indication of the scope of the powers referred to preceding Article and 
· the evidence of compliance with the conditions referred to preceding Article.  
Article 7 
(Verification of the conditions and issues authorizations)
(1) The committee referred to in the seventh paragraph of Article 43 of the ZVISJV-1 shall examine the fulfilment of the conditions referred to in Articles 4 and 5 of these Rules and shall issue an opinion no later than in two months based on the evidence of compliance with those conditions. 
(2) Members of the Commission are individuals who have at least level II of the education, attained by the second level study program, or an education corresponding to the level of education obtained by second-level study programs and classified in line with the law governing the Slovenian Qualifications Framework, ranked level 8, have at least ten years of experience in the field of radiation protection and are internationally active in this field.
(3) For the members of the Commission, which are not civil servants, shall apply the rules regarding the conflict of interests and gifts applicable to civil servants. 
(4) The Commission have a five-year mandate and shall act in accordance with the rules of procedure adopted within three months of its appointment. In complex cases, the Commission may also invite other experts in the field of radiation protection to participate. 
(5) The Commission shall assess the appropriateness of the authorized experts, the adequacy of the measurement and calculation methods and the scope and content of the accreditation. 
(6) The authorizations from Articles 4 and 5 of these Rules shall be issued by the authority competent for radiation protection based on the Commission's opinion. 
(7) In the case of foreign legal persons, the certificate on the fulfilment of the conditions referred to in the fifth paragraph of Article 43 of the ZVISJV-1 shall be issued by the authority responsible for radiation protection, based on the Commission's opinion. The Commission shall draw up an opinion on the fulfilment of conditions based on written evidence submitted by a foreign legal or natural person. 
(8) In exceptional cases, when it comes to a special measurement method for which there is no accredited laboratory in the Republic of Slovenia, the commission may issue a positive opinion for obtaining the approval even if the laboratory is not accredited for this method. In this case, the Commission shall also review the professional qualifications of the staff, the accuracy and traceability of the measurement method and the quality assurance system, the technical suitability and the ability of the laboratory to obtain professionally effective results. 
Article 8
(Reporting)
(1) Legal persons who have the authorization of a radiation protection expert must report their work to the competent authority. 
(2) The report on the implementation of control measurements in the controlled and supervised areas and on the examination of radiation sources or the verification of protective equipment must include data on: 
· the results of control measurements in the controlled and supervised areas, as defined in the regulation, determining the obligations of a provider of a radiation practice and the holder of the radiation source in the controlled and supervised areas; 
· the verification of the radiation source as laid down in the regulation which provides the rules of conduct and conditions for the use of individual radiation sources and radiation safety measures that must be carried out by users of radiation sources; 
· radiation protection measures to be carried out by users of radiation sources; 
· the verification of the conditions laid down in the licenses and decisions issued based on the ZVISJV-1 relating to controlled or supervised area or and examined source.  
(3) Reports on control measurements or examinations carried out during the previous month must be sent no later than the 25th of the current month. If an authorised radiation protection expert, when performing control measurements in controlled and supervised areas or during the examination of a radiation source, detects irregularities that could result in the exposure of workers, practitioners, students or members of the public beyond the prescribed dose limits, the report must be sent promptly.
(4) If the competent authority finds that the report does not meet the conditions referred to in the second paragraph of this Article, it may request the correction or amendment of the report. 

TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 9
(Validity of the authorizations issued)
The authorizations for radiation protection experts issued prior to the entry into force of these Rules, shall be valid until the date specified on the authorization.

Article 10 
(End of validity)
Upon entry into force of these Rules shall cease to apply Article 4 to 10 of the Rules on approving of experts performing professional tasks in the field of ionising radiation (Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia, No. 18/04 and 76/17 – ZVISJV-1).

Article 11 
(Entry into force)
These Rules enter into force on the 15th day after its publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia.
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