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[bookmark: _Toc74219304][bookmark: _Toc106616592][bookmark: _Toc143683986]Brief Summary
In the reporting period from April to October 2026, all nuclear installations in Slovenia operated in accordance with safety conditions and limits. The Krško Nuclear Power Plant (NPP) temporarily reduced its output due to environmental restrictions, but the measure did not affect nuclear safety. Spatial planning activities for a potential new nuclear power plant in Slovenia are continuing.
Two practical guidelines on radioactive waste management were prepared. The Slovenian Nuclear Safety Administration (SNSA) hosted another important international meeting and underwent a certification audit. In the area of emergency preparedness, the SNSA continues to provide regular staff training and public information and participate in national and international exercises. It also participates in international cybersecurity activities.
	


General News
In early October, the SNSA underwent a certification audit in accordance with the ISO 9001 and ISO/IEC 27001 standards, on the basis of which it obtained certificates for its quality management system and information security management system. The certifications confirm a systematic approach to quality management system and information security management system and support the continuous improvement of processes, risk management, and appropriate information protection.
The Krško NPP
Power Output Reduction
Between 6 and 18 August, the Krško NPP operated at reduced power due to exceptional hydrological and meteorological conditions on the Sava River, which serves as a heat sink for the plant. As a result of decreased river flow and rising river temperatures, the plant reduced its power output to 80% on 6 August. This was a planned and controlled temporary measure, necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions of the Environmental Consent regarding limits on the Sava River's daily average temperature and on the daily average increase in its temperature.
Following an improvement in meteorological conditions, the plant increased its power output to 90% on 14 August, and four days later, it was able to resume full-power operation. The Krško NPP has no problems with water levels in the Sava River, as the plant is situated adjacent to a river impoundment. The Government of the Republic of Slovenia issued a decree stipulating that, in order to maintain the stability of the power grid, the Krško NPP must remain in operation, at least at partial capacity.
The SNSA monitored throughout and was regularly informed about the plant’s operation and the measures taken. Operation at reduced power did not affect nuclear safety, as the plant operated within safety conditions and limits at all times.
The JEK2 project - New Nuclear Power Plant in Slovenia
Continued Spatial Planning Activities
The JEK2 project continues to progress through the spatial planning process. Following the completion of the public consultation on the initiative to prepare the national spatial plan (NSP) in October 2025 and the issuance of the decision to prepare the NSP in February 2026, work is continuing on the technical studies required to support the next stages of spatial planning.
The investor, GEN energija, d.o.o., is preparing technical studies addressing various aspects of siting a nuclear power plant at the selected location. These include environmental and nature conservation impacts, climate change, hydrological and hydrogeological conditions, seismic hazard, potential external events, and measures related to nuclear safety, physical protection and emergency preparedness.
The SNSA is involved in the spatial planning process for JEK2. Within its remit, the SNSA has issued guidelines for the NSP and the environmental report, and identified the technical studies required before the NSP decree can be adopted. Through these activities, the SNSA contributes to ensuring that nuclear safety considerations are appropriately addressed at an early stage of project planning.
According to the indicative schedule, the technical studies are expected to be completed in 2027, while the draft NSP decree is planned for preparation by summer 2027. Subsequent steps will depend on the progress of the preparation and approval of the technical studies, as well as other activities within the spatial planning process.
Radioactive Waste Management
New Practical Guidelines for Radioactive Waste Disposal Facilities  
The SNSA has issued an amended version of Practical Guideline 1.03, “Contents of the Safety Analysis Report for a Low- and Intermediate-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal Facility.”
The amendment to the Practical Guideline is primarily intended to update and expand the requirements relevant to the trial operation phase of the disposal facility. Additional content has been included to enable a more comprehensive assessment of safety aspects during this phase and to establish a more appropriate link between the requirements for the Safety Analysis Report and the activities carried out during trial operation.
The Practical Guideline is intended for the disposal facility operator and other parties involved in preparing the Safety Analysis Report. It provides guidance on meeting radiation and nuclear safety requirements. The Safety Analysis Report is a fundamental document for demonstrating the safety of the facility and serves as the basis for regulatory oversight of its safety.
The SNSA has also prepared a draft Practical Guideline entitled “Requirements for the Disposal of High-Level Radioactive Waste”.
This Practical Guideline provides recommendations for the planning, siting, construction, operation and closure of a high-level radioactive waste disposal facility. A graded approach is applied to the various phases, taking into account the level of project maturity.
The purpose of the Guideline is to clarify the requirements that a disposal facility will have to meet, with particular emphasis on the siting of the facility and the consideration of site characteristics from the perspective of nuclear and radiation safety. The Practical Guideline in question is currently undergoing public consultation and stakeholder review and is expected to be adopted by the end of the year.
International Cooperation
SNSA Hosts WENRA RHWG Meeting
Between 22 and 25 September, the SNSA hosted a meeting of the Reactor Harmonisation Working Group (RHWG), which operates within the Western European Nuclear Regulators' Association (WENRA). The meeting brought together 28 experts from regulatory bodies and technical support organisations representing WENRA member and observer states. The RHWG is tasked with developing a harmonised regulatory approach to the nuclear safety of nuclear power plants in Europe. The group’s work significantly influences the nuclear regulatory frameworks of WENRA member states, as it covers issues that these states address in their national legislation to enhance the safety of nuclear reactors.
During the meeting, several key topics concerning the nuclear safety of European power plants were discussed, most notably the selection of a theme for the third Topical Peer Review (TPR), the development of safety objectives for new reactors, the impact of climate change on the safety of nuclear power plants, and cooperation with the European Technical Safety Organisation Network (ETSON).
Emergency Preparedness
Key Activities
[bookmark: _Hlk101247882]During the reporting period, the URSJV continued its activities to strengthen preparedness and response to nuclear and radiological emergencies. The national database of international assistance providers within the framework of the International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) Response and Assistance Network (RANET) was updated, and the system’s operation was subsequently tested during the ConvEx-2b exercise. 
A significant part of the activities consisted of national, bilateral, and international exercises designed to test preparedness, coordinate responses, and exchange information during emergencies. The following exercises were conducted at the SNSA: the NEK Accident Exercise – SI–HR Correspondence Exercise, conducted within the framework of bilateral cooperation between the SNSA and representatives of the Croatian Ministry of the Interior, Directorate of Civil Protection, and Sector for Radiological and Nuclear Safety; the NEK2025-2 exercise; call-out exercises; the KiVA2025 exercise, which provided an opportunity to test response procedures, discuss responses and assess preparedness for cyber incidents; the NEK2026-1 exercise; the KID exercise; ConvEx-2b; ROMENEK-1 and ROMENEK-2; ConvEx-2a; ConvEx-1b; and the RODOS – RUG 2026 exercise. Two additional major exercises were conducted in October.
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