[bookmark: _GoBack]

Excellences, distinguished panellists and guests,
ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,

“Soft Power in Hard Times.”
A fitting title for the world we live in − a world marked by growing divisions, by conflicts, by deepening humanitarian crises, and by a troubling erosion of empathy. We see this every day, from Gaza to Ukraine.

I have often spoken about the moral test of our generation − how we, the international community, fail the test of humanity when we allow geopolitical interests to silence compassion. This failure is not abstract; it is visible in every veto that blocks a humanitarian resolution.

And yet, here we are today, gathered not in despair, but in search of another language − the language of connection, creativity and trust. In hard times, we turn to soft power: the ability to inspire, to heal, to bridge.

Soft power is far from an expression of weakness. It is resilience in its most human form.
It is the quiet force of ideas, imagination and collaboration that endures when hard power divides.

Culture and the arts are among the most enduring instruments of soft power. They reach where politics cannot. They open hearts when diplomacy hits walls.
As the Council of Europe recently reaffirmed, culture is an essential component of democracy and a key factor for its effective delivery, alongside human rights and the rule of law. It is through artists, cultural professionals and creative thinkers that societies continue to question, imagine and rebuild − keeping democracy not only alive, but humane.
And when artists, diplomats and innovators meet, as they do here today, soft power becomes not just a concept − but a collective practice.
That is precisely the true value of gatherings like Rog Design Days − they create space where dialogue is renewed and society can re-imagine itself differently.

The Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs is proud to collaborate with Center Rog on this inaugural panel. We appreciate this dialogue between diplomacy and creative industries − between policy and creativity − because this is where new forms of understanding begin.

Just last month, we celebrated a remarkable example of such soft power: the Peace Child musical at the Wiener Konzerthaus, under Slovenia’s SIT DOWN initiative. Nearly two hundred young artists from Slovenia, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, France, Italy, Japan, Montenegro, Palestine, Ukraine and the United Kingdom came together to perform a story about coexistence and hope. The Ministry supported these young voices − especially those from conflict-affected regions − because they remind us that peace is not a diplomatic document, but a shared performance − a dialogue of voices, cultures, and generations.

Thisbrings us to today’s central question: how can creative partnerships ease global tensions and nurture trust where politics struggles?

Culture is what allows nations − and people − to endure.
That is why systematic targeting of cultural and artistic heritage in conflict zones is not collateral damage, but a deliberate attack on identity itself. Protecting art, heritage and language is protecting democracy.

This conviction was also recently reaffirmed in the Declaration on the Necessity of Culture and Media as a Safeguard for Our European Democracies, adopted under the Danish EU Council Presidency. The declaration reminds us that culture, cultural heritage and free, pluralistic media are not decorative elements of democracy, but rather its foundation. They preserve truth, foster dialogue and strengthen the collective resilience that binds our societies together.

This is also why cultural diplomacy has a central place in our foreign policy. Through exhibitions, literature, performance and youth projects, we connect communities, not just governments. We build empathy where there is fatigue, dialogue where there is doubt.

And so, in this space of design, innovation and creative thought, I invite you all to reflect on how each of us − as artists, diplomats, educators, designers, citizens − can wield soft power with intention and courage.

Because soft power is not a luxury of peace; it is a necessary form of resilience.
It is what keeps us human when times are hard.

Thank you for being part of this conversation. The Ministry will make sure that creativity remains at the heart of diplomacy. Please enjoy the evening, and may your dialogue here at Rog be as bold as the times demand.
