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1. NHS Improvement, UK:  The incidence and 

costs of impatient falls in hospitals, 2017 

 
Wants to inform of the problem of inpatients falls regarding the safety 

issue, finantial / economic  saving and implementing the best practice 

to reduce the falls incidence   



Severity by harm is divided into the five degree of harm, 

more vulnarabile persons are over 65 years old. 

 

 

 

 

Reference: The incidence and costs of inpatient falls in hospitals ,July 2017;  

NHS Improvement 



There are parts of the cost per fall with no/low harm (length of stay),which 

need treatment, surgery and litigation with law inclusion  
 

 

Reference: The incidence and costs of inpatient falls in hospitals ,July 2017;  

NHS Improvement 

 



 

Based on all those assumptions, it was 

calculated the average cost of a fall at £2,600  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reference: The incidence and costs of inpatient falls in hospitals ,July 2017;  

NHS Improvement 

 

 



  

 

 

 
 

2. Quality Indicator: The Falls in Slovenian hospitals  

 

 
QI =  Ratio     Number of falls  x  1000 
                         Occupied Bed Days (OBD) 



  

 

 

 

 

 

The falls rate per 1000 patient days is an average 1.1 in general hospitals in Slovenia (all falls),  

for the year 2013 
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The falls rate per 1000 patient days is an average 1.7 in specialized hospitals  in Slovenia (all falls), 

for the year 2013 
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The left column of the Table shows the number of serious injuries e.g. fracture,  dislocation, injury of 

soft tissue, which need needlework or other surger procedure, head and spinal cord injury, death.   

The sum of the column is nearly 400 incidents (374), for the year 2013  
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3.  The estimation the costs of the falls 
   

 



•   Based on the assumptions, from the NHS Improvemenrt:  The 

incidence and costs of inpatient falls in hospitals, July 2017;  
it was calculated the average cost of a fall at £2,600 ≈ 3.000 EUR 
which coud be the average cost even in Slovenia. 
 

•  According to data of Health Insurance Institution in 

Slovenia (HIIS) the prices could be approximately:   

-Check of preparing for the surgery in the systemic  

     anestesia 

-    Surgery 

-The price of rehabilitation 

- The lenght of stay  

- The immobilitty, loss of confidence 

-etc. 

 

•  The result is:  400 falls x 3.000 EUR = 1.200 000 EUR 
(without of  the falls with no/low harm) 
 

 



  

 
4. Data from a study performed in one general 

hospital in Slovenia 
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5. Conclusion 

 

 



  

 

 

IN BRIEF:  

 It is really important to reduce falls among the patients in the hospitals for safety resason. There is 

a need to address all effords for continuous evaluation data for the falls, improve staff education for 

that purpose and finally saving costs from reducing the number of falls.     
                      

 

                                                                     Reference: the incidence and costs of inpatient falls in hospitals, July 2017; NHS Improvement 
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Thank you for your attention ! 
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