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screening in Slovenia

• EIA - introduced as a specific procedure by 
Environmental Protection Act in 1996 

• Screening - introduced as an independent procedure 
in 2014 by Decree on environmental encroachments 
that require an EIA
EIA Decree entered into force: July 22, 2014
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legislation base
EIA Directive 2011/92/EU - transposed to our legislation. 

EIA and screening are based on:
• Environmental Protection Act (1993, 1996)
• Act amending the Environmental Protection Act (2013 )– It includes a legal 

base for screening procedure.

• Nature Conservation Act – includes a legal base for special EIA procedure 
on nature protection areas. (2004, 2014)

• Decree on categories of activities for which an env ironmental impact 
assessment is mandatory (2006)

• Decree on environmental encroachments that require an environmental 
impact assesment – EIA Decree (2014)

– EIA Decree: regulates interventions in the environment for which an EIA it is 
obligatory or a screening procedure is required. 
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screening procedure
• The screening procedure is initiated by :

– Developer (Investor) of the project or
– EIA expert officer (Ex officio).

• Developer has to submit the application form including:
– Description of project
– Characteristics of project
– Location of project
– Description of environment (environment vulnerabili ty)
– Description of the potential impacts of project act ivity on the environment

• EIA expert officer has to carry out the screening procedure in 2 mounts period.

• Screening is carried out by using trasholds from Anex1 and screening selection criteria from Anex2 
– EIA Decree.

• Screening is completed by the issue of the official decision (EIA required or EIA not required).

• Appeal against the decision may be submited by a developer or NGO.
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public involvement

• The screening decision is available to the public via a web portal:
– website of the Republic of Slovenia
– website of the Slovenian Environmental Agency

• The final screening decision is forwarded to:
– the competent Environmental Inspection Office
– the local authority – Municipality
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EIA Decree - Decree on environmental encroachments t hat
require an EIA

Anex 1 – determines tresholds by type of development – list of projects
EIA procedures are carried out for:

– projects for which EIA is obligatory
– projects which are determined for a screening procedure by tresholds. 

Anex 2 – screening selection criteria for EIA
EIA expert officer has analyse/decide if project has likely significant 

environmental impact.

Anex 3 – official screening application form 



REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA

MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND SPATIAL PLANNING

SLOVENIAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

screening selection criteria

Annex 2 of EIA Decree sets out the criteria which must be considered in 
screening procedure:
Charasteristics of the project :   - size of the project,

- cumulation with other projects,
- use of natural resources,
- production of waste
- pollution and nuisances
- risk of accidents.

Location of project and environmental sensitivity must be considered within:
- existing land use, nature protection areas, Natura 2000, cultural heritage areas, flood 
areas, protected forest areas, water protection areas, ecological areas, protected 
landscapes, etc.

Characteristics of the potential impact : - extent of the impact
- transboundary nature of the impact
- dimensions and complexity of the impact
- probability of the impact
- duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact.
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cooperation with other sectors
environmental expert opinion by sectors
EIA expert officer can request for an opinion from the responsible Ministries and
Organizations about signifcant environmental impacts of the project (nature 

conservation, Natura 2000, culture heritage protection, forestry, water
protection, health, etc.) They have to provide an official opinion in 21 days.

sectoral environmental consent
Resposible Ministres and organizations have their own legislation and their
own procedures on how to procede with environmental impacts and they
issue an official consent or approval or environmental permit with environmental 
guidelines. 

EIA expert officer can use sectorial environmental consents or permits, if obtained,
for comprehensive EIA.
Data base
EIA expert officer use offical digital data base for protected areas:  
- “Atlas okolja” – Environmental atlas of Slovenia (Slovenian Environment Agency) 

– nature, water, land and soil, environment, climate, spatial units, …)
- “Situla” – Cultural heritage data base, Ministry for Culture.
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Digital data base 

Environmental Atlas of Slovenia
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assesment of screening in Slovenia
in 10 months period (from July 22, 2014 – May 31, 2015)
• 413 screening applications
• 312 solved (75 %)
252 projects – decision EIA not required   = 80%
8        projects – decision EIA is required  = 3 %
• 3 projects - decision EIA is required by screening pro cedure

– instalation for surface treatment of metals and plastic materials using 
an eletrolytic or chemical process (close to the river, flood area)

– motocross polygon (Natura 2000 site, Karst region, caves)
– construction waste – land fills (water protection, agriculture and 

forest protection - surface 11,5 ha, height 24,5 m)
• 5 projects - decision EIA is required – by trasholds f rom Anex 1

– dry retention reservoir (project size – 5500 m2 and 814.000 m3)
– waste recovery - 3 projects 
– irrigation project

52 projects – not the project from Annex 1 (dissmissed by a decision) = 17 %
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projects assesed by type
Presentation of the number of projects 

assessed by type of project

Agriculture, forestry, aquaculture 4,6 %

Mining 0,4 %

Manufacturing 1,9 %

Energy 6,9 %

Environmental infrastructure 71,26 %

Transport infrastructure 5,4 %
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analysis of working procedure
Most projects in screening procedure were: 
E - environmental infrastructure (71 %) – wastewater and drinking water 

supply
G – urban development projects (8 %) – buildings with construction site over 

0,5 ha
D – energy infrastructure projects (7 %) – pipelines, electrical power - lines
F – transport infrastructure (5 %) – reconstructions of roads, railways
A – agriculture projects (5 %) - as barns for cattle, irrigation system

Environmental infrastructure projects are mostly located on exsisting
• infrastuctural corridors 
• in urban areas
• or degrated areas.

The direct impacts of implementing the environmental infrastructure projects are mostly
positive, since they improve the quality of surface and ground water and soil, and ensure
more rational use of drinking water as a natural resource.
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