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The context

 Fitness check of nature legislation (Habitats
and Birds Directives) — Commission conclusions
of fitness check from December 2016

« The Nature Directives are fit for purpose but
Improvement is needed in their implementation

Commission



Action Plan for Nature,
People and the Economy

 Response of the Commission to the fitness check of
nature legislation

e Action plan with 4 priorities areas and 15 concrete actions
(2017-2019)

A: Improving guidance and knowledge and ensuring better
coherence with broader socio-economic objectives

B: Building political ownership and strengthening compliance

C: Strengthening investment in N2000 and improving synergies
with EU funding instruments

D: Better communication and outreach, engaging citizens,

stakeholders and communities “ European
Commission




9 of the Total number of records

State of nature/biodiversity decline

Proportion of assessments in each category of conservation status for 2007-2012 and 2013-2018 reporting periods - DRAFT
(based on data as reported by Member States prior final harmonisation)

Member state(s) selected: SI Member State(s) selected SI

% of assessments - habitats % of assessments - species
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The figures shown for 2007-2012 and 2013-2018 are not necessarily directly comparable because changes in Member State’ s conservation status may be due to changes of methods or to better data rather than reflecting E
genuine changes. Uropean

Commission

Only habitats & species assessments flagged as ‘Use for statstics’ in ’3. List of habitats&species reports’ are included.



The future

« The new European Commission

e The European Green Deal

« The Bilodiversity strategy to 2030
e Sustainable development goals
 The integration approach

 The full implementation of existing rules and new
ambitions for biodiversity and climate

n European
Commission




I A new Circular Economy Action Plan I

* Strategy on the sustainable use of chemicals
I Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 I I * (Clean Air and Water Action Plans

| Transition to a
Circular Economy

Preserving Europe’s

g A zero pollution Europe
natural capital

* TBD with the
commissioner-

d o
esignate Sustatnable Tl’anspon Farm to Fork _I Farm to Fork Strategy I
European . :
At 3 e i Vision for Inclusive
* Revising 2030 Achieving Climate Green The transformation of Rk fiia
Climate targets Neutrality agriculture and rural areas ® Africa Europe agenda
* Extending ETS
*  (Climate Pact Deal
* Climate Law
* (Carbon Border Tax . ’
Clean, Reliable and Towards a modemised and
g lified CAP CAP reform proposal I
simplifi

Affordable energy

* Review Energy
Legislation

*  European
Framework for gas

* Review Energy Financing the transition

Taxation directive

Leave no one behind

(Just Transition)

® European Investment Bank as European Climate Bank ® just Transition Instrument, including the Just Transition Fund
* Sustainable Europe Investment Plan ® Mainstreaming the Just Transition in the MFF

* Green Financing Strategy

® Mainstreaming climate transition and sustainability in the MFF

European
Commission

European Green Deal



Attitudes of Europeans towards Biodiversity

ALMOST ALL EUROPEANS CONSIDER THAT

HALTING BIODIVERSITY LOSS
IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE...

T e

1% wehave responsibility tolook after nature ® 969

]l Looking after nature is essential

i)]*'-:-.’" in tackling climate change . 95%
our health and well-being

@ are based upon nature and biodiversity . 930; 0

BT Biodiversity and healthy nature are important for
A% our long-term economic development . 9 2 %

b3 Biodiversity is iIndispensable for the production 0
of gOOdS such as food, materials and medicines . 9 1 /0

MOST EUROPEANS ARE NOT WILLING TO

TRADE DAMAGE OR DESTRUCTION TO NATURE
IN PROTECTED AREAS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

,"" Such o It's acceptable only for r."'*\ This is acceptable

{450p) developments 4508 major public interest | Bop | because economic

N ShDUId_bE_ 5 and IJF darpnage to nature ¢ development
prohibited

is compensated ~----"  takes precedence

EU CITIZENS CONSIDER THAT
BIODIVERSITY IS THREATENED BY:

@ 67% a5 ﬁ@ ) 580 47
\ Pollution of air, soil & \0%J Climate change
water (e.g. seas, rivers, lakes)
‘e 63% 3 B 50% a3
\ @ Man-made disasters \ Intensive
(e.g. oil spills, industrial accidents) - farming & forestry, over-fishing
WHAT SHOULD  ~=7 Restore nature and biodiversity
9. to compensate for damage caused by human activities
THE EU DO TO I {including tourism) or infrastructure outside protected areas 48 %
PROTECT i | Better inform citizens
BIODIVERSITY («]D about the importance of biodiversity 48 %
F
= Expand the areas where nature s protected 430,
. Strengthen existing nature &
biodiversity conservation rules 4 1 o
(1 Ensure that biodiversity concerns are taken into Yo
account when planning new infrastructure investments
e — ‘| Better implement existing nature and biodiversi
;E'.‘.::::;.:E:M'.f' “1 conseernlfrangoimr:?e:xls PRI —— 40 %

European
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Public opinion in Slovenia

» 62%0 of Slovenians are aware of the Natura 2000 network
(2013), which is more than double the European average, and
rising.

« When asked about efforts to help preserve biodiversity, 92%b6
respondents in Slovenia say they make personal efforts, this
being the highest rate in the EU and still rising.

 The public support in Slovenia to further increasing the number of
protected areas in the EU is very high (86%0).
n European
Commission



This event

« PART 1: Commission guidance on the
management of Natura 2000 sites focusing on
the appropriate assessment

« PART 2: Reviewing and mitigating the impacts of
renewable energy developments on habitats and
species protected under the Birds and Habitats

Directives (contract)
n European |
Commission



Managing Matura 2000 sites

The provisions of Articke 6 of the
“Habitats' Dimctive: 9243EED

.

Ausessment of plany
and peajests
‘afecting Matura 2000 uites.

Mhoncdobganl gudaree
e e Ariie 83 e
T Pt s TS

Gukdance on Erergy Transmission
Infrastructure and (U nature legilaton

The regusrements for hydropower
In retation to EU Hature legeslaten

https://ec.europa.eu/Zenviro

nment/nature/natura2000/

management/Zindex en.htm

- European
Commission


https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/index_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/index_en.htm

“Renewables project”

 European Parliament funds / 2018-2019

« Aims: understand better the impacts of RE on protected species
and habitats (mainly birds, bats, marine mammals), provide
guidance to MS and stakeholders for the specific sector,
update existing guidance on wind energy and Natura 2000
(2011), help MS in overcoming obstacles related to permitting
procedures

 Contractors: Arcadis (IEEP, NIRAS, Ecosystems Ltd, Birdlife
Europe, Stella consulting, expert on marine mammals)

n European
Commission
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