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Vasko Simoniti

Minister of Culture

Maistrova ulica 10

1000 Ljubljana

Slovenia

January 31st 2022

Subject: Funding cuts for contemporary art structures in Slovenia

Dear Mr. Vasko Simoniti,

EAIPA – the European Association of Independent Performing Arts wishes to express its concern regarding the current situation of the contemporary art scene in Slovenia. It has come to our attention that several important contemporary art structures in Slovenia have suffered a sudden and substantial cut in their funding.

Affected structures such as Nomad Dance Academy Slovenija, Emanat, Gledališče Glej, Delak Institute, Maska, City of Women and Ana Monro have not only helped to shape and professionalise the contemporary art landscape in Slovenia over decades, they have also become renowned internationally for their high-quality artistic work as well as their active engagement on a European culture political level.

Slovenian contemporary artists and art structures have become powerful players in the European contemporary art landscape, bringing forward internationally acclaimed talents and representing Slovenia with a confident, vibrant and reflective arts scene. We are aware that a great majority of contemporary art practices are realised in the independent, non-governmental and non-profit part of the scene. The work of these organisations and individual artists are of immense value and meaning for the international art scene, and a sign of a developed and democratically framed society.

Those drastic cuts, paired with an absence of dialogue with the players from the scene, cause irreversible damage to this vibrant and internationally highly recognised scene, discrediting its achievements and endangering any further development. We see no reason why these organisations with such high artistic reputations should lose their funding, as all of them are flagships of the Slovenian contemporary art scene.

We hereby express deep concerns related to the current events between the independent art scene and the Ministry of Culture. As colleagues and long-term partners of the artistic associations and organisations in the independent scene, we are alarmed to mention this broad punch against Slovenian best-case projects.
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Therefore, we protest over the current situation and appeal for:

· immediate and constant funding for the mentioned projects and organisations
· re-structuring of the decision-making processes and inclusion of the competent professionals into the vital decision-making processes
· enlargement of the budgets for arts and culture
· reliable protection and continuous economic and political support from the Ministry of Culture for the contemporary arts scene, the organisations, the Slovenian artists, the Slovenian art professionals.
With commitment and support to the art scene in Slovenia, we send our best regards,
Ulrike Kuner (president of EAIPA)

List of Members:

AUSTRIA: IG Freie Theaterarbeit /Austrian Association of Independent Performing Arts Gumpendorferstraße 63B, AT – 1060 Wien

www.freietheater.at
BULGARIA: АСТ – Aсоциация за свободен театър / ACT – Association of Independent Performing Arts

Art office, bul. Macedonia 17, fl. 4, ap. 21, BUL – Sofia 1606 www.actassociation.eu/
CZECH REPUBLIC: Asociace nezávislých divadel ČR

Celetná 595/17, CZE – 110 00 Praha 1-Staré Město

http://andcr.cz/
GERMANY: Bundesverband Freie Darstellende Künste e.V. Kunstquartier Bethanien, Mariannenplatz 2, DEU – 10997 Berlin

www.darstellende-kuenste.de
FINLAND: THEATTERIKESKUS – Theatre Centre

Eerikinkatu 3 – 00100 Helsinki

www.teatterikeskus.fi/english
HUNGARY: Független Előadó-művészeti Szövetség (FESZ) / Association of Independent Performing Arts Professionals

Bulcsú utca 44, HU – 1155 Budapest

http://www.fesz.org/
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ICELAND: Association of Independent Theatres in Iceland (AITI) Tjarnargata 12, ISL – 101 Reykjavik http://new.leikhopar.is/en/
ITALY: Etre associazione

Via Bergognone 34, ITA – 20144 Milano

http://www.etreassociazione.it
ITALY: Cordinamento delle Realtà Scena Contemporanea (C.Re.S.Co.) Via Natale del Grand 27, ITA – 00153 Roma http://www.progettocresco.it/
ROMANIA: ASOCIAŢIA TEATRELOR INDEPENDENTE

Viorele street, no. 34, bl. 15, apt.2, sector 4, RO – 40429 Bucharest

SLOVAKIA: Klub nezávislých divadiel

Skolská 14, SK – 811 07 Bratislava

www.adt-theatre.sk
SLOVENIA: Društvo Asociacija

Metelkova 6, SI – 1000 Ljubljana

www.asociacija.si
SPAIN: Red de Teatros Alternativos – Spain

Apartado de correos 18269, ES – 28080, Madrid

www.redteatrosalternativos.org
SWEDEN: Verksamhetsledare Danscentrum Riks

Hornsgatan 103, 8tr 117 28 Stockholm

www.danscentrum.se
SWEDEN: Teatercentrum

Hornsgatan 103, SE – 117 28 Stockholm

www.teatercentrum.se
SWITZERLAND: t. Theaterschaffende Schweiz, Professionnels du spectacle Suisse,

Professionisti dello spettacolo Svizzera

Waisenhausplatz 30, Atelier 157, CH – 3011 Bern

www.tpunkt.ch/
UKRAINE: Association Independent Theatre

47, Trostyaneska st. quarter 180 – Kyiv 02175

www.facebook.com/associateUnt/
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