
Strategy for Development of Non-Governmental Organisations in the Republic of Slovenia until 2030

Table of contents

1.	Introduction	3
2.	Needs analysis of non-governmental organisations and proposed solutions	5
3.	Fundamental policies for the development of non-governmental organisations	6
4.	Strategic development objectives of non-governmental organisations	8
5.	Role of the state, self-governing local communities and other actors in achieving the development objectives of non-governmental organisations	9
6.	Main fields of the development of non-governmental organisations	9
7.	Action plan for the implementation of the Strategy of the Development of Non-governmental Organisations	11
8.	Conclusion	25
9.	References	25



















List of abbreviations
AJPES – Agencija Republike Slovenije za javnopravne evidence in storitve – Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services
BI – budget item
CNVOS – Center za informiranje, sodelovanje in razvoj nevladnih organizacij – Centre for Information, Cooperation and Development of Non-Governmental Organisations
ECP – European cohesion policy
ESF+ – European Social Fund Plus 
EU – European Union 
GDP – gross domestic product 
ICT – information and communication technology (
MDDSZ – Ministrstvo za delo, družino, socialne zadeve in enake možnosti – Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities
MGTŠ – Ministrstvo za gospodarstvo, turizem in šport – Ministry of the Economy, Tourism and Sport
MJU – Ministrstvo za javno upravo – Ministry of Public Administration
MK – Ministrstvo za kulturo – Ministry of Culture
MKRR – Ministrstvo za kohezijo in regionalni razvoj – Ministry of Cohesion and Regional Development
MNVP – Ministrstvo za naravne vire in prostor – Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning
MNZ – Ministrstvo za notranje zadeve – Ministry of the Interior
MOPE – Ministrstvo za okolje, podnebje in energijo – Ministry of the Environment, Climate and Energy
MZEZ – Ministrstvo za zunanje in evropske zadeve – Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs
NGO – Non-Governmental Organisation
UKP – Usposabljanje javnih uslužbencev za kompetence prihodnosti – Training public servants for the competencies of the future
ZNOrg – Zakon o nevladnih organizacijah – Non-Governmental Organisations Act








1. [bookmark: _Toc221022342]Introduction

The basis for the drafting of the Strategy is Article 26 of the Non-Governmental Organisations Act (hereinafter referred to as: ZNOrg), which stipulates that the development of non-governmental organisations (NGOs)[footnoteRef:2] in the Republic of Slovenia shall be planned in the strategy adopted by the Government for a period of five (5) years. The Strategy was drafted by the Ministry of Public Administration of the Republic of Slovenia in cooperation with the line ministries and with the Council of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia for the Promotion of the Development of Volunteering and Voluntary and Non-Governmental Organisations (hereinafter referred to as: the Council).[footnoteRef:3] The content of the Strategy is aligned with Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)14 of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers to member states on the legal status of NGOs in Europe.[footnoteRef:4] The Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector in the Republic of Slovenia until 2030 was being drafted in parallel to the Volunteering Development Strategy in the Republic of Slovenia until 2030.In terms of content, both strategic documents are a continuation of the Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering until 2023.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  In accordance with the ZNOrg, a NGO is a legal entity governed by private law with its registered office in the Republic of Slovenia, established exclusively by domestic or foreign individuals or legal entities governed by private law, and is non-profit, independent of other entities and is not organised as a political party, church or other religious party, or other religious community, trade union or chamber. ]  [3:  Articles 26 and 27 of the Non-Governmental Organisations Act, Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No. 21/18.]  [4:  Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)14 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the legal status of non-governmental organisations in Europe of 10 October 2007.]  [5:  Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No. 37/18.] 


In June 2025 a total of 27,369 NGOs were registered in Slovenia, including 23,083 associations, 4,020 private institutes and 266 foundations. Following several years of growth, the number of NGOs has decreased slightly in recent years. In 2023, just over 13,100 people were employed by NGOs. More than half of those employed in NGOs work in private institutes, despite representing just under 13% of all NGOs. In 2023, NGOs generated more than EUR 1.3 billion in revenue, with associations accounting for 64.46% of this total. 86.49% of NGOs had revenue of less than EUR 50,000, while 16.06% operated without revenue. Same year NGOs incurred expenses totalling EUR 1.3 billion, which was EUR 40.82 million less than they generated in revenue. A surplus in the amount of 2.98% of revenue was spent on paying corporate income tax (EUR 3.45 million), and the remainder was spent in accordance with the law to achieve the basic (non-profit) purpose, i.e. to develop their activities. In 2023, the proportion of employees in NGOs in Slovenia was 1.31%[footnoteRef:6] and, despite the economic crisis, it had been increasing in recent years until 2017, when it remained the same as the previous year for the first time. It has been increasing again since 2018. Compared to other countries, this proportion is still extremely small. According to the results of the latest major international comparative study by Johns Hopkins University[footnoteRef:7] from 2017, the global average for countries compared is 3.3%, and for EU member states it is 3.67%. In 2023, total revenue generated by NGOs accounted for 2.14% of Slovenia's GDP. The proportion of public funds in total NGO revenue had been decreasing in recent years until 2017, when it increased again for the first time in five years, reaching 35.57%. Growth continued reaching 46.35%.  in 2021. However, in 2023 this proportion was 45.01%, which did not exceed the growth from 2021. The second indicator, which shows the proportion of GDP that the state allocates to NGOs, is also discouraging. In 2023, Slovenia allocated only 0.97% of its GDP to NGOs, compared to a global average of 1.38% and an EU average of 2.2%.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  13,148 employees out of an active population of 999,884.]  [7:  https://ccss.jhu.edu/publications-findings/?did=524 ]  [8:  All data is from the website of the Centre for Information, Cooperation and Development of Non-Governmental Organisations (CNVOS), https://www.cnvos.si/nvo-sektor-dejstva-stevilke/stevilo-nvo/.] 


The work of NGOs is also recognised on World NGO Day, organised and celebrated on 27 February. Over the past decade, this international day has grown into a global phenomenon that recognises and celebrates the extraordinary work of over 10 million NGOs and the 50 million individuals who work for them. The celebration takes place in 89 countries on six continents.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  More at https://worldngoday.org.] 


Within EU, European institutions have been trying unsuccessfully to introduce EU statutes, i.e. rules for associations, foundations and mutuals since the 1990s.[footnoteRef:10] Since 1984, the European Parliament has been calling for the creation of a statute for European associations. . EU institutions are increasingly recognising the social, economic and civic impact of European networks of associations and national NGOs in current difficult conditions, characterised by growing social tensions and polarisation. In addition, EU institutions are also concerned about the shrinking space for civil society in Europe.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  A statute for European cross-border associations and non-profit organizations - Potential benefits in the current situation (2021), a study available at https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/693439/IPOL_STU(2021)693439_EN.pdf.]  [11:  https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-statute-associations-and-ngos.] 


The Slovenian Development Strategy 2030 highlights the importance of open and active civil society involvement in public policy design, which increases the quality and legitimacy of decisions. NGOs participate in multi-level development dialogue, enabling more balanced and sustainable economic, social and spatial development. The strategy also emphasises the need to strengthen institutional cooperation with NGOs and promote social innovation, thereby empowering the population to play a more active role in social processes.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  The Slovenian Development Strategy 2030, available at https://www.gov.si/assets/ministrstva/MKRR/Strategija-razvoja-Slovenije-2030/Strategija_razvoja_Slovenije_2030.pdf ] 


NGOs in the Republic of Slovenia play a key role in providing social, cultural, environmental, educational, health, sports, tourism and other services. They make a significant contribution to social welfare by implementing a variety of programmes and projects. They often fill gaps that the public sector cannot effectively address, and act as strong advocates for human rights and fundamental democratic values.

By working in various fields, they promote solidarity, connect individuals and communities, and bring together resources for the common good. They often work where state aid is not effective enough. Volunteer fire brigades, for example are not only the first responders in the event of fires and natural disasters; they also symbolize selflessness and willingness to help, and local cohesion. Similarly valuable work is carried out by organisations that provide home care for people with disabilities or the elderly, enabling them to age with dignity in their own homes and preventing social isolation. Youth organisations also play an important role by involving young people in social life and promoting responsibility, creativity and critical thinking. Sports associations, scouts’ groups and mountaineering organisations promote the healthy physical and mental development of young people. They encourage teamwork, responsibility and respect for nature, while developing life skills. With their long-standing traditions and values, these organisations provide a safe place to grow, learn cooperation, and strengthen self-confidence, resilience, and community affiliation. Cultural associations preserve Slovenian culture, encourage creativity, and contribute to the development and preservation of the Slovenian language as the foundation of national identity. Humanitarian organisations and numerous local initiatives provide daily support to those in need, including food, clothing and psychosocial help.

In addition to their service activities, NGOs also play a key advocacy role. Through their work, they draw attention to human rights violations, advocate for the interests of vulnerable groups, and strive for change in areas where public policies do not ensure equal treatment for all. NGOs are often the first place individuals turn for support, and they also serve as a bridge between people and state institutions. By involving people in public debate and policymaking, they strengthen active citizenship and trust in democratic processes.

Through numerous activities, including volunteering, NGOs create an active, more connected, solidarity-based, inclusive and just society. Their role is particularly evident in times of crisis, such as natural disasters, epidemics or economic turmoil. Through their rapid response, work in the field and mobilisation of local communities, they demonstrate solidarity with concrete acts. In doing so, they give a voice to those who are often unheard, thereby strengthening the foundations of humanity within our society. Their strength lies in networking, dedication, good knowledge of the local environment and readiness to act where help is most needed – not for profit, but out of responsibility and compassion for fellow human beings. Therefore, it is only right that NGOs are recognised as equal partners in community development, not just implementers, but centres of social solidarity. 

NGOs have historically developed from existing long-standing traditions of philanthropy and self-help, which are common in various societies.[footnoteRef:13] The NGO Development Strategy until 2030 is based on a needs analysis of NGOs, takes into account previous experience and challenges, and lays the foundations for the further development of the non-governmental sector. The Strategy also covers fundamental development policies, strategic objectives, role of the state as well as self-governing local communities and other actors in its implementation, main areas and framework funds, followed by the action plan for the Strategy. [13:  Lewis, D. (2020), Non-Governmental Organizations and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development), 2nd edition, p. 32. ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk213835136][bookmark: _Hlk213835215]
Regarding the monitoring of the Strategy’s implementation, the legislation requires the Ministry of Public Administration to submit a report to the Government within six months after the end of each two-year period. The report must include an assessment of the results and the Council’s opinion.[footnoteRef:14] Ministry of Public Administration shall also prepare an analysis of the fund’s spending efficiency within nine months after the adoption. Based on this analysis, the Ministry will propose changes to ensure efficient use of the fund and review the purpose of its spending, with particular emphasis on allocating a portion of the funds to operational or programmatic activities of NGOs. [14:  the ZNOrg, Article 27 (paragraph two). Available at: http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO7129#. ] 


2. [bookmark: _Toc221022343]Needs analysis of non-governmental organisations and proposed solutions
The needs analysis of NGOs is based on the findings of two reports on the implementation of the Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering Until 2023[footnoteRef:15], on summaries of strategic foresight workshops, proposals for measures submitted by NGOs, findings of the targeted research project “Potential of NGOs to address the needs of local communities” (2023)[footnoteRef:16], and on proposals from ministries and an audit of the Court of Audit of the Republic of Slovenia regarding the granting of the status of an NGO in the public interest.  [15:  The Report on the implementation of the Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering Until 2023 – for the period from 2018 to the end of 2020 and the Report on the implementation of the Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering Until 2023 - for the period from 2021 to 2023, are available at: https://www.gov.si/zbirke/projekti-in-programi/strategija-razvoja-nevladnih-organizacij-do-2030-in-strategija-razvoja-prostovoljstva-do-2030/ ]  [16:  Rakar, T., Rihter, L., Rape Žiberna, T., Stanimirović, T., Boljka, U., Divjak, T., Hlebec, V., Černe, G., Hurtado Monarres, M., Final report of the research project “Potential of NGOs to address the needs of local communities” p. 398, available at https://www.gov.si/novice/2024-05-23-raziskava-potencial-nevladnih-organizacij-za-naslavljanje-potreb-lokalnih-skupnosti/ ] 

The findings showed that the needs of NGOs are the following: 
NGOs often face excessive administrative requirements that limit their effectiveness and ability to focus on their core mission. It is necessary to simplify and standardise reporting procedures, ensure goal-oriented reporting and reduce administrative barriers. The procedures of applying for calls for proposals and reporting should be digitised as much as possible, existing forms should be simplified and digitisation should facilitate access to necessary information for authorities and reduce the need for repetitive data entry.


Stable and long-term funding is also important for the successful operation of NGOs. NGOs require reliable financial resources to enable long-term planning and project implementation, free from constant uncertainty regarding the availability of funds. Increasing funding from national and European sources, introducing multi-annual financial plans and promoting a diversity of funding sources, including private donations[footnoteRef:17], membership fees, sponsorships and other revenue, could help in this regard. On the other hand, methods for evaluating or measuring the social impact of NGOs' activities must be considered. [17:  The legislation governing the taxation of legal entities (the Corporate Income Tax Act - ZDDPO-2) and the taxation of individuals with personal income tax, including those who perform a business activity (the Personal Income Tax Act - ZDoh-2), allows for tax relief to be claimed on donations by which, among other things, the promotion of social responsibility is supported, i.e. the "business sphere" is connected with the “socially beneficial, i.e. charitable (non-governmental) sphere”.] 


NGOs need access to appropriate infrastructure, including work premises, technical (ICT) equipment and education, training and advisory services. Such support can significantly improve the operational capacity and efficiency of NGOs. The supportive environment could be improved by facilitating access to suitable work and technical (ICT) equipment and digital tools to support the digital transformation of NGOs. Regular training sessions and workshops could also be organised to strengthen the capacity of NGOs, their existing networks and regional hubs, providing them with expert assistance and advice.

Effective creation and implementation of policies and programmes requires good coordination, communication and cooperation between NGOs and public institutions. Mechanisms for regular communication and cooperation need to be strengthened. Examples include the establishing consultative or working bodies, some of which already exist, e.g. the Council of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia for the Promotion of the Development of Volunteering and Voluntary and Non-Governmental Organisations. These bodies allow NGOs to participate in creating policies and regulations in accordance with the Resolution on Regulatory Activity and promote regular dialogue between NGOs and public institutions. In 2022, ministries and government services appointed contact persons who serve as the entry point for communication for cooperation with NGOs. In consultative processes, horizontal networks, regional hubs and content-based networks of NGOs can consult with a broader range of NGOs and prepare a joint response from NGOs operating in a specific area. It is also necessary to strengthen the culture of dialogue between NGOs and public administration.

3. [bookmark: _Toc221022344]Fundamental policies for the development of non-governmental organisations
The fundamental policies of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia in the field of the development of NGOs for the 2024–2030 period should be based primarily on principles such as transparency and accountability, cooperation and participation, support and capacity building of NGOs, and stable and sustainable funding. Transparency and accountability of operation of NGOs are crucial for public trust in and efficiency of NGOs. 

Clear criteria for the transparent operation and financing of NGOs must be established and responsible governance that does not encroach on the independence of NGOs must be promoted. To this end, standards for transparent reporting on the received public funds could be implemented, which would also help boost public trust. Additionally, NGOs that receive public funds will be encouraged to transparently publish their annual reports, financial statements and founding documents online. This would be of particular relevance to NGOs with the status of operating in the public interest.

As any reporting and disclosure requirement for an NGO is considered to be interference with freedom of association, the state must ensure that the frequency and mandatory content of these requirements, and the sanctions imposed for breach of these duties, meet international standards, including exhaustive legitimate grounds for interference, while necessity and proportionality must also be demonstrated. On the other hand, transparency and accountability are not considered legitimate reasons for interfering with freedom of association. They can only be referred to as a means to achieve legitimate objectives under Article 11 of the European Convention on Human Rights.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Council of Europe, International Standards Relating to Reporting and Disclosure Requirements for Non-Governmental Organizations (2018), available at https://www.coe.int/en/web/ingo/expert-council.] 


On the other hand, it is essential to ensure the active involvement of NGOs in policy and decision-making processes to align national and local policies and measures with the needs and interests of the broader civil society. Opportunities for NGOs to participate, cooperate and advocate[footnoteRef:19] in decision-making processes at local and national levels - for example, by involving them in the drafting of policies and measures – should be encouraged as should participatory processes, including new forms such as deliberation, in which NGOs can contribute their knowledge, proposals and ideas.  NGOs can make a significant contribution to society by raising public awareness, participating in public life and ensuring the transparency and accountability of public authorities.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  Advocacy is the activity of individuals or organisations that seek to influence public policies, legislation, implementation of law or resource allocation, specifically through various methods such as campaigns, awareness raising and participation in public dialogue with the aim of bringing about changes that benefit specific population groups or the broader society. (Salamon, L. M., & Anheier, H. K. (1996). The International Classification of Nonprofit Organizations: ICNPO-Revision 1, 1996. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Institute for Policy Studies, Center for Civil Society Studies.).]  [20:  Council of Europe, The Legal Space for Non-Governmental Organisations in Europe (2021), available at https://www.coe.int/en/web/ingo/expert-council.] 


In order to support and strengthen the capacities of NGOs it is necessary to provide a supportive environment[footnoteRef:21] and promote education and training. This should be accompanied by the strengthening of their infrastructure capacity, including digital tools. These measures will together contribute to the development of NGOs. To this end, regular training sessions and workshops should be organised, taking into account the specific needs of NGOs for to improve the skills and knowledge of their employees and volunteers. The mentoring system should be upgraded, support networks should be empowered and various incentives, including those offered by business incubators and consultants, should be used to promote the exchange of good practices and experiences between domestic and foreign NGOs. [21:  The entities of the supportive environment in accordance with Article 24 of the ZNOrg:
A horizontal network is a non-governmental organisation which brings together at the national level non-governmental organisations from different thematic areas of operation and performs the activities of informing, consultancy, education, research, advocacy, networking, promotion and support for the benefit of all non-governmental organisations at the national level.
A regional hub is a non-governmental organisation which, at the level of a development region as laid down in the act governing balanced regional development or at the level of several municipalities representing a complete spatial entity, brings together non-governmental organisations from different thematic areas of operation and performs the activities of informing, consultancy, education, research, advocacy, networking, promotion and support for the benefit of all non-governmental organisations at the level of its operation.
A thematic network is a non-governmental organisation which, at the national level, at the level of a development region as laid down in the act governing balanced regional development, or at the level of several municipalities representing a complete spatial entity, brings together non-governmental organisations from the same thematic area and performs the activities of informing, consultancy, education, research, advocacy, networking, promotion and support for the benefit of all non-governmental organisations from the same thematic area at the level of its operation.] 


The long-term development of NGOs requires stable and long-term funding. Therefore, it is necessary to maintain stable financial resources (e.g. Fund for the Development of NGOs) to enable NGOs to operate continuously. These resources should be distributed based on multi-annual financial plans or a programme of public calls, enabling NGOs to plan their activities in the long term. Diversification of funding resources, including private donations, membership fees, sponsorships, EU funds and other revenues, should also be encouraged, as this reduces NGOs’ dependence on a single funding source. In accordance with the Strategy, the Ministry of Public Administration prepares a framework programme for the use of the Fund for the Development of NGOs for the next two calendar years by the end of each calendar year, which is signed by the minister responsible for NGOs. The framework programme for the spending of the fund’s resources over the next two calendar years is published on the website of the Ministry of Public Administration. 

Slovenia’s extensive network of NGOs, the variety of their organisational structures and staffing models as well as their dispersed financial resources provide a solid foundation for expanding the range of social and other services to meet the population’s needs, with a portion of these services being transferred to NGOs. To this end, the importance of the non-governmental sector and its role in the future development of public services must be systematically recognised, based on the needs of various social groups. A better understanding of the demand for services and the capacity of NGOs to provide them, particularly at the local level, is required.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  The targeted research project “Potential of NGOs to address the needs of local communities” (University of Ljubljana, 2023).] 


4. [bookmark: _Toc221022345]Strategic development objectives of non-governmental organisations
Based on the identified needs and fundamental policies, the strengthening of the following strategic objectives has been specified: (1) the cooperation of the state and local communities with NGOs in creating, implementing and monitoring regulations and policies, (2) the efficiency, transparency and stability of public funding for NGOs, (3) the capacity for social innovation and development of services in NGOs.
As part of the strategic objective (1) strengthening the cooperation of the state and local communities with NGOs in creating, implementing and monitoring regulations and policies, the following specific objectives should be attained: strengthening the early involvement of NGOs in the drafting of policies and regulations, ensuring response to proposals in a timely manner, and gaining greater support for non-governmental advocacy. At the same time, financing of the supportive environment will be continued. As part of the strategic objective (2) strengthening the efficiency, transparency and stability of public funding, specific objectives, such as strengthening targeted, result-oriented funding of NGOs[footnoteRef:23] based on meetings with various authorities and updating the Handbook for Preparing Public Calls[footnoteRef:24], will be promoted. In public calls procedures, the gradual digitisation of these procedures and the elimination of administrative barriers will be encouraged, as will transparency within NGOs. As part of the strategic objective (3) strengthening the capacity for social innovation and development of services in NGOs, efforts will be made to secure targeted funding for social innovation[footnoteRef:25] and service development where a deficits within the community as well as opportunities of NGOs to address the needs of local communities have been identified. The aim is to further professionalise the NGO sector and continue match-funding for EU projects to strengthen the innovation potential and capacity of NGOs.   [23:  See, for example, NGOs and the challenge of impact investing: creating value and doing good (2018, KPMG International Cooperative) or Würmli, S. and Jenny, B. (2024), Maximizing Impact with Results-Based Financing: 9 Learnings from a New Report. ]  [24:  Divjak, T., Forbici, G. (2015), The “Preparing Public Calls for NGOs” handbook – a handbook on the planning, implementation and evaluation of national public calls, available at: https://s3.fr-par.scw.cloud/djnd/cnvos/filer_public/9e/db/9edb56ef-fa65-47de-acf0-639abee535b1/javni_razpisi_za_nevladne_organizacije.pdf.]  [25:  To address societal challenges and sustainable development goals. Societal challenges related to the Sustainable Development Goals require comprehensive cross-sectoral approaches that include collaboration between the government, civil society and the private sector for sustainable solutions, as follows from the UN 2030 Agenda and the Slovenian Development Strategy 2030. ] 

5. [bookmark: _Toc221022346]Role of the state, self-governing local communities and other actors in achieving the development objectives of non-governmental organisations
Attaining the development goals of NGOs requires coordinated cooperation between the state, self-governing local communities and other relevant stakeholders. The state plays a pivotal role in ensuring stable and predictable funding, drafting supportive legislation and fostering an environment conducive to NGOs activities. The state must provide a legislative framework enabling stable and sustainable NGO operation and financing, while providing a supportive environment that encourages education, training and consultancy to strengthen NGO capacities. The state must also promote the role and importance of NGOs. Self-governing local communities, on the other hand, play an important role in promoting cooperation between NGOs and local authorities, in supporting local initiatives and in consistently involving NGOs in the drafting of strategic documents and policies. The state and self-governing local communities can support local NGOs by facilitating access to premises and infrastructure in accordance with the legislation, involving them in local decision-making processes and promoting their initiatives. Other stakeholders, such as businesses, can contribute to NGO development through partnerships and financial support, for example by engaging in inter-sectoral cooperation and developing joint projects with NGOs, businesses and the public sector.
6. [bookmark: _Toc221022347]Main fields of the development of non-governmental organisations 
The targeted research project “Potential of NGOs to address the needs of local communities” found that development requires the following sets of systemic changes. The first set refers to the systemic recognition of the importance of the non-governmental sector and its role in the future development of public services, including mental health services, healthcare, care for the elderly, family services and environmental protection, all of which must be based on the needs of different social groups. The second set of systemic changes should focus on the financing NGOs to ensure their long-term and professional work. Systemic regulation should encompass more stable sources of financing while encouraging cooperation with businesses and incentives for the entire social economy. In addition, there is a need for greater professionalisation of the sector in response to the increasingly complex needs of users of public services. There is evidence that poorly professionalised civil society does not have much influence on public policies.[footnoteRef:26] At the global level, the professionalisation of NGOs began in the 1990s, particularly among providers of various services that were involved in new public management.[footnoteRef:27] The second wave of professionalisation involved primarily advocacy NGOs. The state should contribute to the greater professionalisation of NGOs because Slovenia lags significantly behind, other EU-28 (now 27) countries, which have an average employment rate of 4.18% in the NGO sector, with only 0.82% of the active working population employed in this sector before 2020.[footnoteRef:28] However, the current trend shows an increase in the number of employees in the NGO sector (1.26% in 2022).[footnoteRef:29] In addition to the professionalisation of the sector, the valuation of voluntary work based on simplified “bureaucratic” procedures, the promotion of volunteering must also be systemically regulated. The third set of systemic changes includes more effective and intensive cooperation and coordination between the non-governmental, public and private (business) sectors, based on regular meetings and discussions at the national and local levels. This would result in better understanding of the need for services on the ground, and better utilisation of the opportunities and capabilities of NGOs to provide the required services, especially within local community.  [26:  Lang, S. (2010). NGOs, Civil Society, and the Public Sphere. NGOs, Civil Society, and the Public Sphere. 1-273. 10.1017/CBO9781139177146, p. 72.]  [27:  Anheier, H. K. (2009), What kind of Nonprofit sector, What kind of Society? Comparative Policy Reflections, American Behavioral Scientist 52, p. 1082–1094.]  [28:  Rojc Štremfelj, L., Žnidaršič, J., Marič, M. (2020) Government-Funded Sustainable Development and Professionalisation of NGOs. Sustainability. 12(18):7363. https://doi.org/10.3390/su12187363 ]  [29:  More data on the number of employees in the NGO sector is available at https://www.cnvos.si/nvo-sektor-dejstva-stevilke/stevilo-zaposlenih-v-nvo/ ] 

To this end, the Strategy envisages measures for supportive environment for NGOs, long-term projects and programmes financing, facilitating employment and promoting NGOs.
Particular emphasis should be placed on strengthening the capacity of NGOs to provide quality public services in the community in areas where deficits have been identified, such as social welfare (including mental health), care for the elderly, family services, environmental protection, housing and other areas where infrastructure is lacking to meet people’s needs for social security and social welfare continuously and effectively. Further development of the Slovenian non-governmental sector should be based on the principle of complementarity with the public sector in providing community-based public services, with priority given to the non-governmental sector over the for-profit sector in ensuring universality and equal access to these services.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Rakar, T., Rihter, L., Rape Žiberna, T., Stanimirović, T., Boljka, U., Divjak, T., Hlebec, V., Černe, G., Hurtado Monarres, M., Final report of the research project “Potential of NGOs to address the needs of local communities” p. 398, available at https://www.gov.si/novice/2024-05-23-raziskava-potencial-nevladnih-organizacij-za-naslavljanje-potreb-lokalnih-skupnosti/ ] 


The world is changing rapidly. The geopolitical situation and climate change are causing increased uncertainty and unpredictability, requiring new development paradigms that take the planet’s capacities into account. In order to become a resilient society that capable of coping with change, uncertainty and challenges, it is necessary to strengthen the resilience of the non-governmental sector in order to achieve sustainable development.[footnoteRef:31] Therefore, other areas of NGO work must remain important, including the protection against natural and other disasters, action in the event of  migration/refugee crises or epidemics, sports and recreation, culture and art, cultural heritage, development of the information society, and addressing the needs of vulnerable groups[footnoteRef:32]. The need for the sector to become more professionalised is a response to the increasingly complex needs of public service users on the one hand, and employment opportunities for young experts on the other. NGOs should also be supported in their advocacy role, particularly in regard to democratic values, human rights protection and active citizenship.  [31:  The Slovenian Development Strategy 2030, available at https://www.gov.si/assets/ministrstva/MKRR/Strategija-razvoja-Slovenije-2030/Strategija_razvoja_Slovenije_2030.pdf]  [32:  Activities for the needs of socially disadvantaged people, the elderly, people with disabilities, foreigners, Roma, etc.] 
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7. [bookmark: _Hlk193891140][bookmark: _Hlk179806799][bookmark: _Hlk179836129][bookmark: _Hlk171588383][bookmark: _Toc221022348]Action plan for the implementation of the Strategy of the Development of Non-governmental Organisations

1. [bookmark: _Hlk194588005]Strategic goal: Strengthening cooperation between the state and local communities with NGOs in creating, implementing and monitoring regulations and policies
	[bookmark: _Hlk193786457]Specific objective and content
	Measure
	Activities
	Implementation period
	Responsible entity
/Participants
	Source of funds
	Criteria for assessing the attainment of objectives
	Target value
	Amount of funding

	More consistent compliance with the Resolution on Regulatory Activity regarding public involvement in the drafting of regulations at all levels of decision-making
	Promoting of the enhancement of the role of NGOs in the planning and drafting of strategic and development documents 
	“Public Involvement in the drafting of regulations and policies” training sessions for drafters of regulations
The aim of the training sessions is to acquire knowledge and skills for effective planning, implementation and evaluation of consultative processes, and to improve understanding of the importance of cooperation and communication with the public in creating smart policies.
	2025–2029


	Ministry of Public Administration (MJU) 
	ESF+ UKP project (training for competencies of the future) 
BI 230638
BI 230639
	Number of training sessions conducted

Number of participants





	25 in five years



600 in five years





	EUR 22,500 





	
	
	Call to individual authorities on World NGO Day (27 February)
World NGO Day aims to raise public awareness about the role, importance and contribution of NGOs to social development and sustainable progress.
	2025–2030

	
	
	Call sent by the MJU

	1 call per year
	Activity does not require additional financial resources 


	
	
	Updating and promoting the Guidelines for the involvement of residents in the decision-making process (on the occasion of the European Local Democracy Week in October) 
The guidelines were prepared in 2017 in cooperation between the MJU, associations of municipalities and regional hubs. They support municipalities in collecting information and viewpoints from various groups of residents when adopting strategies, regulations and other measures. They guide the drafters through all the essential steps of involving residents in decision-making processes. The guidelines will be updated to current situation.
	2027–2030
	MJU, regional hubs, associations of municipalities
	
	Updated guidelines 

Letter sent to municipalities by the MJU

Events about local democracy and guidelines
	1 guideline
1 letter per year
1–2 events
	Activities do not require additional financial resources

	Ensured support for advocacy organisations in the field of democratic values, human rights and active citizenship

	Support for advocacy organisations 
	Public calls for advocacy NGOs Their aim is to support the work of NGOs the main purpose of which is to advocate for public interests, influence public policies, promote active citizenship and strengthen civil dialogue.
	2027–2030
	MJU
	Fund for the Development of NGOs, BI 180151

	Implemented public calls for proposals

Number of co-financed programmes 
	1 public call for proposals every three years

15–20 co-financed programmes
	EUR 4,000,000




	Ensured operation of supportive environment entities (Article 23 of the ZNOrg)






	Support for horizontal and regional hubs

	Public calls for supportive environment entities
They are intended for horizontal networks at national level and regional hubs (12) that act as support organisations for the development, strengthening and professionalisation of NGOs and volunteering, including strengthening the development of small NGOs.
	2025–2030 
	MJU 
	Fund for the Development of NGOs, BI 180151

	Implemented public calls for proposals

Number of co-financed projects/programmes

Published reports on the implementation of activities
	1 public call  every four years

14 projects/programmes every four years

14 published reports
	EUR 10,000,000

	Ensured operation of supportive environment entities in culture
	Support for NGOs in the field of culture
	Public call for proposals for projects to strengthen the supportive environment in culture 
It is intended for co-financing of four-year support projects of professional organisations in culture and small and large support projects of NGOs in culture that provide support activities.
	2026–2029
	MK
	MK – BI 221672 – Content networks – programmes and projects

	Implemented public calls for proposals 

Number of co-financed projects

Published reports on the implementation of activities 
	1 public call every four years

20 selected projects every four years

20 published reports
	EUR 375,000

	Ensuring the operation of supportive environment entities by the content of the relevant ministries
(Article 23 of the ZNOrg)
	Support for content networks 
	Public calls for proposals for content networks 
They are intended for the operation of NGO networks that bring together NGOs from the same field of content at the national or regional level (e.g. environment, space, sustainable mobility, health, social affairs, human rights, culture, youth, international development cooperation and humanitarian aid, digital competences, etc.). They perform activities of information, consulting, training, advocacy, networking, promotion and support for all NGOs from the same field of content.
	2025–2030
	relevant ministries
	BI at individual ministries

	Number of ministries that supported content networks 






	at least 6 ministries (Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs - MZEZ, Ministry of Culture - MK, Ministry of the Environment, Climate and Energy - MOPE, Ministry of Digital Transformation - MDP + 2 ministries)

	EUR 1,765,000 



[bookmark: _Hlk171596854][bookmark: _Hlk171596897]

2. [bookmark: _Hlk183530071][bookmark: _Hlk194050456][bookmark: _Hlk193890535]Strategic goal: Strengthening the efficiency, transparency and stability of public funding of NGOs
	Specific objective and content
	Measure
	Activities
	Implementation period
	Responsible entity/
participants
	Source of funds
	Criteria for assessing the attainment of objectives
	Target value
	Amount of funding

	More transparent and standardised procedure for obtaining the status of an NGO in the public interest 
	Examining the granting of statuses in accordance with the 2023 audit of the Court of Audit    
	Examining the granting of the status of an NGO in the public interest 
Measures to standardise practice 
in various areas and simplifying, i.e. standardising, reporting and introducing such practice in competent authorities.     
	2025–2026
	MJU
	  
	Preparing a proposal to standardise the practice of competent authorities in this area 

Number of authorities that implemented the proposal 
	1 proposal







4 competent authorities
	Activity does not require additional financial resources 


	Greater transparency in the work of NGOs (with the status of entities operating in the public interest).

	Online publication of instruments of incorporation and annual reports 
	Recommendations and amendments to relevant legislation
Currently, the instruments of incorporation of associations are not published by the Agency for Public Legal Records and Related Services (AJPES), so the relevant legislation (the Business Register Act) should be amended.
	2027–2030
	MJU
AJPES
Ministry of the Economy, Tourism and Sport (MGTŠ)
Ministry of the Interior (MNZ) 


	

	Recommendations issued 


Mandatory publication required by regulations
	1 recommendation


1 legislative change 
	Activity does not require additional financial resources 



	Standardisation of practice regarding the registration of associations
	Standardisation of practice of administrative units regarding the registration of associations
	Overview of practice and consultation regarding association registration procedures
	2027–2030
	MJU
MNZ

	
	Organised consultation or inclusion of content in a consultation for administrative units
	1–2 consultations
	Activity does not require additional financial resources 


	Regular dialogue within consultative bodies and ensuring better services in the community 
	Proposing and discussing initiatives from NGOs and authorities that would encourage NGOs to take over public services and provide quality services in the public interest
	Regular dialogue within the Council for the Promotion of the Development of Volunteering and Volunteer and Non-Governmental Organisations
Overview of proposals from NGOs and authorities and presentation of the targeted research programme (TRP) “Potential of NGOs in Slovenia for addressing the needs of local communities” to the Council for the Promotion of the Development of Volunteering and Voluntary and Non-Governmental Organisations.
Additionally, as part of the local self-government working group, NGOs will be able to inform about initiatives for the local level.
	2025–2030
	the Council of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia for Promoting the Development of Volunteering and Voluntary and Non-Governmental Organisations, relevant ministries
	
	Number of initiatives proposed and discussed

Presented TRPs

Number of adopted recommendations for local self-government

	at least 2 initiatives per year


1 presentation


1 per year
	Activity does not require additional financial resources

	
	Cooperation of the ministry with NGOs and other stakeholders in the field of environment, nature and space 
	Regular meetings of the Council of the ministers of natural resources and spatial planning and of the environment, climate and energy for cooperation with NGOs (SNVO)
SVNO is an expert consultative body of the ministers of the environment, climate and energy and of natural resources and spatial planning. The task of SNVO is to ensure the active participation of NGOs in creating, monitoring and implementing policies, strategies and legislation in the field of the environment, climate change, energy, natural resources and spatial planning.

Regular meetings of the Council for Sustainable Development and Environmental Protection (STRIVO)
STRIVO was established to assess policies in the field of environmental protection and acts as a consultative body to the minister. The Council discusses and adopts positions and gives opinions and initiatives to the minister, particularly on the situation and trends, the functioning of the state, and strategies, programmes, plans and legislative regulation of environmental protection. 

Regular meetings of the Climate Council (PS)
The Climate Council is an independent scientific consultative body of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia for climate policy. The task of PS is to prepare expert opinions and recommendations for the Government of the Republic of Slovenia on implemented and proposed climate policy measures and on their compliance with ratified international treaties and the EU acquis in the field of climate change.
	2025–2030
	MOPE, 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Spatial Planning (MNVP)













MOPE, 
MNVP

















MOPE
	
	Number of meetings of consultative bodies per year 
	5 meetings of SNVO per year
















5 meetings of STRIVO per year



















5 meetings of PS per year
	Activity does not require additional financial resources

	
	Cooperation of the ministry with NGOs in the field of culture
	Regular meetings of the working group for permanent dialogue with NGOs 
Dialogue groups are working groups for permanent dialogue with key stakeholders in culture. They enable the professional public to discuss strategic directions, legislative proposals and cultural policy with the Ministry of Culture.
	2025–2030
	MK
	
	Number of meetings of dialogue groups per year
	6 meetings per year
	Activity does not require additional financial resources

	Increasing the visibility and reputation of NGOs and public trust

	Proactive promotion of the transparent work of NGOs, dissemination of results and communication of social impacts
	Encouraging NGOs to operate transparently and better disseminate the results of public calls for proposals
NGOs will increase the transparency of their operations by publishing relevant data (based on minimum recommendations regarding online publication of data on financial operations). NGOs will promote the positive results of projects/programmes financed from public funds, specifically in municipal newsletters, on social networks and websites, thereby improving the visibility of the non-governmental sector and increasing public trust. The Ministry of Public Administration will also promote the dissemination of results at meetings for drafters of public calls for proposals.

	2027–2030
	MJU and competent ministries
	

	Number of public calls for proposals in which the criterion of transparency of operations is used (publication of relevant data on websites) 

Number of public calls for proposals in which dissemination of results is an integral part of the public call
	5 per year












10 per year

	Activity does not require additional financial resources

	
	
	Developing a methodology for measuring the social impact of the work of NGOs
The methodology will include a standardised model for measuring impacts, which will be adapted to the various areas of work of NGOs. 
	2026–2030
	MJU
	Integral part of the MJU budget,
BI 153395

	Developed methodology for measuring social impacts
	1 developed methodology
	EUR 60,000



	[bookmark: _Hlk193378209]Simplification and more efficient management of public calls procedures

	Efficient management of public calls procedures 
	Joint meetings of competent authorities organised by the MJU
Presentation of good practices with an emphasis on simplified cost options, use of advance payments, dissemination of results, transparency of work of NGOs, multi-annual public calls for proposals and announcements of public calls for proposals.
	2026–2030
	MJU, other competent authorities
	
	Number of meetings of MJU with other authorities

Number of public calls for proposals with funding longer than 2 years
	1 event per year


10 public calls for proposals

	Activity does not require additional financial resources 


	
	
	Updating the handbook on the planning, implementation and 
evaluation of national public calls for proposals
The ”Handbook for Preparing Public Calls” (2015) will be updated based on the conclusions from the meetings of competent authorities organised by MJU.
	2028
	MJU, other competent authorities, horizontal NGO network
	
	Number of updated manuals
	1 updated manual
	Activity does not require additional financial resources 


	Examining options for digitising public calls procedures  
	Examining options for digitising public calls for proposals procedures 

	Preparing an analysis 
Inventory of processes and identification of various options for standardising and digitising public calls procedures.

	2026–2030
	MJU, other competent authorities
	Integral part of the MJU budget, 
BI 153395

	Prepared analysis
	1 analysis
	EUR 60,000



	[bookmark: _Hlk201053436]Identifying digital skills and tools that NGOs would need for their development
	Examining key elements for strengthening the digital transformation of NGOs
	Preparing an analysis of the needs of NGOs in the field of digital transformation (TRP)
The analysis will identify obstacles and good practices and assess the digital maturity of NGOs and prepare the basis for planning support and measures.  
	2026–2027
	MJU, departments
	Integral part of the MJU budget, 
BI 153395
	Prepared analysis
	1 analysis
	EUR 60,000



	Efficient management of the Fund for the Development of NGOs in line with the objectives of the Strategy 
	[bookmark: _Hlk195622438]Economical management of the Fund for the Development of NGOs
	Drafting two-year framework Fund for the Development of NGOs Expenditure programmes and implementation
Setting priorities and objectives, including financial breakdown for public calls for proposals that will be financed from the Fund for the Development of NGOs in the next two years based on the Non-Governmental Organisations Act, the NGO Development Strategy and the Volunteering Development Strategy until 2030.  
	2025–2030
	MJU
	Fund for the Development of NGOs, BI 180151

	Published two-year framework programme for spending resources from the Fund for the Development of NGOs



Level of programme implementation
	2 published two-year programmes for spending resources from the Fund for the Development of NGOs

70% rate of programme implementation
	Activity does not require additional financial resources 



	Raising awareness among NGOs about the options for obtaining funds from various resources  
	Encouraging the diversification of resources for the work of NGOs and supporting NGOs in applying for EU Cohesion Policy (ECP) calls for proposals
	Public call for proposals for providing support in applying for ECP calls for proposals
The purpose of the public call is to strengthen the capacities of NGOs by providing support services and to encourage their networking and partnership cooperation in the implementation of measures of the EU Cohesion Policy Programme (ECPP) in the 2021–2027 period in Slovenia.
	2025–2030
	MJU
	ECP – technical assistance - integral funds

[bookmark: _Hlk194409951]BI 231123
	Number of NGOs that received support

Amount of EU funds obtained in ECPP calls for proposals 

	150 NGOs involved


At least EUR 3,000,000
	EUR 1,500,000





3. Strategic goal: Strengthening the capacities of NGOs, social innovation and service development in NGOs
	[bookmark: _Hlk194669550][bookmark: _Hlk194587895]Specific objective and content
	Measure
	Activities
	Implementation period
	Responsible entity/
Participants
	Source of funds
	Criteria for assessing the attainment of objectives
	Target value
	Amount of funding

	Easier access to human resources for NGOs
	Encouraging employment in NGOs
	Participation in job fairs
NGOs can participate as potential employers, offering regular jobs, project work and traineeship. At job fairs, NGOs connect directly with job seekers and build a pool of potential candidates.
	2025–2030
	MJU, Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities (MDDSZ) (Employment Service)
	
	Number of organised events in which NGOs participate
	1 per year
	Activity does not require additional financial resources

	Establishing an effective support system for service development
	Ensuring funds for development and investment to enable the development of useful and efficient services or upgrading of existing ones
	Public calls for proposals to address societal challenges and finance the development of new services or upgrading of existing ones 
Developing and implementing new services, products and models for addressing social challenges in an innovative manner.
	2027–2030
	MJU, Ministry of Cohesion and Regional Development (MKRR)
	ESF+
and the Fund for the Development of NGOs
BI 180151 
	Number of public calls for proposals to develop new services
	2 public calls for proposals
	EUR 8,500,000

	Promoting the work of NGOs to develop activities and services in specific content areas
	Co-financing awareness-raising campaigns, training sessions, the promotion of sustainable mobility and environmental protection, and supporting projects to mitigate and adapt to climate change
	Public calls for proposals for financing of projects to promote the work of NGOs to develop activities and services in specific content areas
Financing projects in the field of the environment, climate change and sustainable mobility
	2025–2026
	MOPE
	BI 231758 the Climate Change Fund
BI 231305 Co-financing of non-governmental organisations
	Number of public calls for proposals 
	2 public calls for proposals
	EUR 2,230,000

	Greater professionalisation of NGOs


	Increasing the number of employees in NGOs
	Public calls for professionalisation
Co-financing of sustainable jobs that will contribute to the development and professionalisation of NGOs and volunteering in Slovenia.
	2025–2030
	MJU 
	Fund for the Development of NGOs, BI 180151

	Number of public calls for proposals
	2 public calls for proposals
	EUR 15,000,000

	Promoting international activity of NGOs 
	Co-financing of own contribution in EU and EFTA calls for proposals
	Public calls for co-financing of own contribution in EU and EFTA calls for proposals 
The subject of the public calls is co-financing of own financial contribution for projects of NGOs. By co-financing European projects, MJU promotes the integration of NGOs into the international space and their networking and partner participation in international projects.
	2026–2030
	MJU
	Fund for the Development of NGOs, BI 180151

	Number of NGOs that will receive funds for co-financing projects/programmes


	80 per year
	EUR 25,000,000

	
	Co-financing of own contribution in EU projects of the Creative Europe programme
	Public call for co-financing of projects as part of the EU Creative Europe programme 
The measure of co-financing of own financial contribution is intended to promote international networking of Slovenian operators in the field of cultural and creative sectors and to strengthen their operational capacities.
	2025–2030
	MK
	BI 131129 – International cooperation in the field of culture 
	Number of NGOs that will receive funds for co-financing projects/programmes

	min. 40 per year[footnoteRef:33]  [33:  Depending on the success of Slovenian applicants to the Creative Europe programme.] 

	EUR 200,000 per year


	
	Co-financing of projects of the Programme for the Environment and Climate Action (LIFE) that will be approved in the field of environmental and climate action
	Public call for co-financing of LIFE projects
The subject of public calls is co-financing of up to 20% of the eligible costs of a project approved at the EU level.
	2025–2030
	MOPE
	Integral part of the MOPE budget and the Climate Change Fund
BI 231758
	Number of NGOs that will receive funds for co-financing projects/programmes

	1 per year 
	up to EUR 200,000 per year

	
	Co-financing of own contribution in EU calls for proposals in the field of international development cooperation and humanitarian aid
	Public call for co-financing of projects
The subject of public calls is co-financing of own contribution for projects of the European Commission for NGOs from European Union member states or partner countries that operate in the field of international development cooperation and humanitarian aid and are financed from EU instruments
	2025–2030
	MZEZ
	Integral part of the MZEZ budget – 
BI 8270 Development cooperation and humanitarian aid
	Number of NGOs that will receive funds for co-financing projects/programmes

	up to 4 per year 
	EUR 120,000 per year



8. [bookmark: _Toc221022349]Conclusion
In terms of content, the Strategy of the Development of Non-governmental Organisations in the Republic of Slovenia for the period 2025–2030 is a continuation of the Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering until 2023[footnoteRef:34], taking a comprehensive approach to supporting and developing NGOs. Successful implementation will require coordinated action from state institutions, self-governing local communities, businesses and other stakeholders to foster the development and strengthening of the non-governmental sector. NGOs will be able to contribute effectively to the welfare and development of Slovenian society if they are provided with a stable, supportive and encouraging environment to  work in. [34:  Ordinance on the Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering until 2023, Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No. 37/18.] 

9. [bookmark: _Toc221022350]References
1. [bookmark: _Hlk197953640]Anheier, H. K. (2009). What Kind of Nonprofit sector, What kind of Society? Comparative Policy Reflections. American Behavioral Scientist, 52, 1082–1094.
2. the Centre for Information, Cooperation and Development of Non-Governmental Organisations (CNVOS). https://www.cnvos.si/nvo-sektor-dejstva-stevilke/stevilo-nvo/
3. Lang, S. (2010). NGOs, Civil Society, and the Public Sphere. Cambridge University Press. https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139177146
4. Lewis, D. (2020). Non-Governmental Organizations and Development (2nd edition). Routledge Perspectives on Development.
5. NGOs and the challenge of impact investing: creating value and doing good (2018, KPMG International Cooperative) or Würmli, S. and Jenny, B. (2024). Maximizing Impact with Results-Based Financing: 9 Learnings from a New Report.
6. Ordinance on the Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering until 2023. Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No. 37/18.
7. Rakar, T. et al. (2024). Final report of the research project: Potential of NGOs to address the needs of local communities. https://www.gov.si/novice/2024-05-23-raziskava-potencial-nevladnih-organizacij-za-naslavljanje-potreb-lokalnih-skupnosti/
8. Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)14 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the legal status of non-governmental organisations in Europe, 10 October 2007.
9. Rojc Štremfelj, L., Žnidaršič, J., Marič, M. (2020). Government-Funded Sustainable Development and Professionalisation of NGOs. Sustainability, 12(18), 7363. https://doi.org/10.3390/su12187363
10. Website https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-statute-associations-and-ngos.
11. the Strategy for the Development of the Non-Governmental Sector and Volunteering until 2023 (2018), available at Strategija-razvoja-NVO-in-prostovoljstva.pdf.
12. the Slovenian Development Strategy 2030. https://www.gov.si/assets/ministrstva/MKRR/Strategija-razvoja-Slovenije-2030/Strategija_razvoja_Slovenije_2030.pdf
13. Council of Europe. (2018). International Standards Relating to Reporting and Disclosure Requirements for Non-Governmental Organizations. https://www.coe.int/en/web/ingo/expert-council
14. Council of Europe. (2021). The Legal Space for Non-Governmental Organisations in Europe. https://www.coe.int/en/web/ingo/expert-council
15. Study: A statute for European cross-border associations and non profit organizations – Potential benefits in the current situation (2021). https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/693439/IPOL_STU(2021)693439_EN.pdf
16. World NGO Day – February 27. https://worldngoday.org
17. The Non-Governmental Organisations Act. Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia [Uradni list RS], No. 21/18.
