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Serving a diverse and multinational Parliament

— 751 Members

— 28 EU countries

— 205 parties / 8 political groups
— 24 languages

— 20 standing committees, 2 sub-
committees, special committees

L Y

Members and
parliamentary committees as clients
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CONSTITUTION OF ATEAM

> 1953 Library European Coal and Steel
Community

> 2008 analytical service of the Library

> 2012 Directorate for Impact Assessment
and European added Value

> November 2013 DG EPRS
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“Provide Members with =~
independent and authoritative
analysis of, and research on, EU

policy issues, in order to assist
them in their parliamentary work.”

Empowerment through knowledge
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EPRS PHILOSOPHY

European Parliament

— independent and authoritative work
— a comprehensive service

— a client-oriented approach

— a single point-of-entry for Members
— clear and simple branding of products

— complement written material with ‘in
person’ briefing for Members
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Briefing

EU Legislation in Progress

Mapping

CONTENTS

o the Cost of
pr— Common rules for gas pipelines
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In November 2017, the Eurapean Commission adopted a legislative praposal to apply

counch sarting key provisions of the 2009 Gas Directive to gas pipelines between the European Union
(EU) and third counties, The propasal would apply EU internal gas market rules up to
pS—— <ountries to ensure full compliance with EU rles. Fourth edition
proposal
The changes e This legislative proposal may be seen as part of a broader response by the EU to the
proposal would Gazprom-led Nord Stream 2 project, which would greatly expand the volume of natural
brng gas transported from Russia to Germany via underwater pipelines. The Commission
has expressed its opposition to the project and has asked the Council for a mandate to
= Russia. This makes it more difficul

Cost of Nop,

Aavisory Russia to avoid an agreement ifit wants 1o proceed with the project, A 2016 Parliament g

commiiess resolution on natural gas expressed criticism of Nord Stream 2. The Council has nat yet 51 illion
el reached a position on the subject.

Stakehoiders vews

Proposal irective of the European Parllament and of the Council amending
Diractiva 2000/73/EC concaming common rulas for the Internal markat In natural gas

COME017) 660,8.11.2017, 2017/0204 (COD), Orcinary legisiative procedura (COD)
IE===3 | oriament and Councilon equal footing - formerly co-tecision)

@ spoting Commitiee esponsie Iciustry, Research and Energy (TRE)

Othersources Rapporteur: lerzy Buzek (EPF, Poland)

Shadow rapporteurs: Dan Nica (S&D, Romania), Zdzistaw Krasnodebski(ECR,
Poland), Mortan Helveg Petersen (ALDE, Denmark) Neokls
Syliiotis GUE/MNGL, Cyprus), Claude Turmes (Greens/EFA,
Lusembourg), Dano Tamburtano (EFDOD, ay), Bartara
Kappel (ENF, Austria)

Next steps expected: Votein committee
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Members’' Research Service

= Provides tailored
analysis and
research

= Publishes briefing
material in all of the
EU policy areas
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Briefing

EU Legislation in Progress

Common rules for gas pipelines
entering the EU internal market

In November 2017, the European Commission adopted a legislative proposal to apply
key provisions of the 2009 Gas Directive to gas pipelines between the European Union
(EU) and third countries. The proposal would apply EU internal gas market rules up to
the border of Union jurisdiction, and Member States would need to cooperate with third
countries to ensure full compliance with EU rules.

This legislative proposal may be seen as part of a broader response by the EU to the
Gazprom-led Nord Stream 2 project, which would greatly expand the volume of natural
gas transported from Russia to Germany via underwater pipelines. The Commission
has expressed its opposition to the project and has asked the Council for a mandate to
negotiate an agreement with Russia. This legislative proposal makes it more difficult for
Russia to avoid an agreement if it wants to proceed with the project. A 2016 Parliament
resolution on natural gas expressed criticism of Nord Stream 2. The Council has not yet
reached a position on the subject.

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parllament and of the Council amending
Directive 2009/73/EC concemning common rules for the Internal market In natural gas
COM(2017) 660, 8.11.2017, 2017/0294 (COD), Ordinary legislative procedure (COD)

(Parliameant and Council on equal footing - formerly co-dedsion’)

Committee responsible: Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)

Rapporteur: Jerzy Buzek (EPF, Poland)

Shadow rapporteurs: Dan Mica (S&D, Romania), Zdzistaw Krasnodebski (ECR,
Poland), Morten Helveg Petersen (ALDE, Denmark), Neoklis
Sylikiotis (GUE/NGL, Cyprus), Claude Turmes (Greens/EFA,
Luxemibourg), Dario Tamburrano (EFDD, Italy), Barbara
Kappel (ENF, Austrial.

Mext steps expectad: ote in committes

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service

Author: Alex Benjamin wilson

Members’ Research Service
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Library

= QOperates the Parliament’s Reading
Rooms in three places of work

= Provides access to specialised book
collections, journals and press/news
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Impact Assessment and European Added Value (

;arliament
Ex-ante and ex-post G Mapping
I t. f EU e the Cost of
evaluation o Non-Europe,

legislation and policies 2014-19

for Committees.

Fourth edition

5TUDY

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service

European Added Value Unit
PE 603.239 - December 2017

Science meets Parliaments 15 November 2019, Ljubljana




RESOURCES DIRECTORATE

— Human Resources: all staff matters, including staff missions and
Learning &Development.

— Facilities management: local property management, safety of staff,
business continuity, EMAS, innovating working environment.

— Finances: providing advice to authorising officers; help- desk on all
budget-related questions; ex-ante verification and financial archiving.

— Information Technology: assuring the interface between DG EPRS as
client and DG ITEC; management of hardware and software.
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RESOURCES OF DG EPRS

DG EPRS

— STAFF: 300

— BUDGET 2019: €10,3 M
— PLACES OF WORK: 3
— DECENTRALISED IT
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HORIZONTAL UNITS

European Parliament

Strategy & Coordination
— Overseeing horizontal issues within the DG

— Client Needs Team
— Members' Hotline
— Internal and external communication strategy

— Cooperation with European and international think tanks, research
institutions and national Parliaments’ research services and libraries

Linking the levels

— Developing and deepening links with relevant (quasi-)governmental
organisations at various levels in relation to the EU policy and legislative
cycle
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European Parliament

Answers to individual
Members’ requests

A comprehensive range
of publications

Access to a wealth of
information

A first-class Library
service

Extensive training
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European Parliament

— Over 16,000 substantive research
requests answered since 2014 as well as
over 96,000 reference requests

— 539% answered same day or next day

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service S O O @ © contacT myaccounT

MEMBERS' HOTLINE v

Welcome. How may we help you?

ONLINE FIND US
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EPRS Publications

European Parliament

— QOver 5,000 publications since 2014 designed to keep Members up-to-date

on all EU policies, issues and legislation in a content-rich but easy-to-read
style;

— Examples of EPRS’ series of publications: In-depth Analyses of key policies,
Plenary at a glance, How the EU Budget is spent, EU Legislation in Progress,
‘Understanding... and'What if...7";

— Use of EPRS publications by Members on social media has been increasing at
a rate of 60 per cent a year.
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EPRS Publications

EPRS Podcasts

At a glance

Plenary - February 12018

\
i

E-commerce: Ban on unjustified geo-blocking and
discrimination practices among customers

In May 2016, the European Commission proposed a new regulation that prohibits online sellers of
physical goods and of some types of electronically supplied services and content from discriminating
among custamers based on their nationality or place of residence within the European Union. The
Parliament is expected to vote an the propasal during the February | plenary session.

Background

E-commerce is growing in the Evropean Union. Mowever, European Commission jnyestigations have shown
that two in three cross-border shopping attemgts in the EU fall today because of geg-blodking and
discrimination practices that, for instance, prevent online customers from accessing and purchasing a product
ar asenvice from a website based in ancther Member State, or automatically re-route them to a local site.

European Commission proposal

In May 2008, in order to foster e-commerce and ooss-border access to goods and services in the EU, the
Commission propased a pew regulation to prevent traders from disciminating between anline customers on
the basls of their nationality, place of residence or place of establishment within the EU.

European Parliament position

O 25 April 2007, Parllament’s Committee on the Internal Market ard Consumer Protection [IMOO) adopted
its report. interinstitutional negotiations resulted in a trilogue agreement in November 2017. The main points
af the agreed text ane the following: Ban on unjustified geo-blocking practices. Geo-blocking practices are
barned, {i) when customers buy online goods [e.g. dothes)] to be delvered or collected at a specific lacation,
{ii) when they receive dectronially supplied services {e.g. cloud services, web hosting], or (i) when they
receive a service cutside their place of residence (e.g. hotel booking. car rental). In these situaticns, online
sellers carmot discriminate between customers on the basis of their nationality or place of residence, for
instance by blodking some customers on the basis of their IP addresses, re-routing customers to a different
website without their consent acoording to their IP address, or charging additional fees to customers from
different Member States. Uimits. The onlire taders will still be able to offer diffenent terms and conditions to
certain groups of customers. Furthermore, the text darifies that the new legislation does not impase an
abligation to sell and deliver goods cross-barder {to another Member State] when the trader does not offer
this service fo its customiers. Scope of the regulation and copyright. Some services such asfinancial, transport,
electronic communiication and healthcare senvices are excluded from the scope of the regulation. In addition,
the co-legislators agreed that dightal copyrighted content such as e-books, muskc or wideo games and
avdiovisual services | induding movies and broadcasts of sport events] should not be subject to the regulation
for the time being. Review dause. Negotiators agreed at the request of the Pariament to include a review
clause, requiring the Commission to assess, within two years after the entry into force of the regulation,
whether to extend the scope of the regulation, in particular to digital copyrighted content and audiovisual
services. The Council gndorsed the compromise text on 29 Novemnber 2017, which must now be voted in
plerary.

Firsteeading  report:  JOIEMDISHIO0E Committee

responsinke: IMOO; Rapporbeur: Rdia G rifin won Thun und

Hahersiein (EPF, Foland). Soe aia our 'Legisaton 1n ([ ENECNECNCNR--

Frogress' briefing an the proposal.
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Briefing
EU Legislation in Progress
February 2017

Circular economy package

Four legislative proposals on waste

SUMMARY

Although waste management in the EU has improved consid
over a guarter of munidpal waite is still landfilled and leg
composted, with wide varistions between Member §
management could deliver positive effects for the enmvir
health and the economy. s part of & shift towards a dircula
Commission made four legislative propasals imtrodudng
targets regarding reuse, recyding and landfilling, strengthe
prevention and extended producer responsibility, and
reporting obligations and ealculation methods for targets.

Proposals for a Directive of the Eurcpean Parllament and of the

»  amending Directive 2008/98/EC on waste:
«  amending Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste
= amending Directive 54/82/EC on packaging and packaging
+  amending Directives 2000/53/EC on end-oflife vehices, 20
accumulators and waste batterles and accumulators, a)
electrical and electronic equipment
Committes Enwironmient, Public Health A
respansihis: and Food Safety [ENVI) A
oz,
Rapparteur: Simona Boraf (SR, itaky) :fmsf
2015
2ms)
Wext steps expected: Vote in plenary, March 2017
2ms)
Ordiny

o .@?’5‘ e

This updates an earlier edition, of September 2016; PE 589.7

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Servica
Author: Didier Bourguignon

Membars' Rescarch Service

PE 5ga28s

Science meets Parliaments

Social
governance in
the European

Union

European Parliamen

Governing complex systems

IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service

Author: Nora Milotay
Members' Research Service EN
November 2017 — PE614.579
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EPRS publications - basic principles

European Parliament

— Written to be
> Useful, with parliamentary context
> Timely
> Easy to understand for non-specialists
»> Balanced and impartial, evidence-based

— Must respect quality standards

— Actively disseminated
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2018 Commission work programme
State of play
documents in autumn 2018

STUDY

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service

Authors: Etienne Bassot and Wolfgang Hiller
September 2018 — PE625.176 EN
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EPRS |

European Parliament

Agenda-setting

Consultation

Legislation

Scrutiny
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the Legislative

ECB

Funds

Scrutiny on

Delegated
Acts

Social
partners;
Organised
Interests

Think
Tanks;

Scrutiny
on European
Commission
Infringement
process

Transposition

Policy Research;
EPLO (since ‘09);
National

rliaments

Commission
proposal

Science meets Parliaments

OECD
Policy
Planners

Think Tanks
Research

Inter-Inst.
Programming

Annual

Consultation
with
Nat. Parl.

EP’s

dialogue

e-citizens,
political parties,
NGOs, social partners,
citizens’ initiatives,
petitions, EP1Os

Expert Groups

Klaus Welle,
Secretary-General of the EP
v.34, 8 April 2016

15 November 2019, Ljubljana




Support for Members'interaction with constituents

European Parliament

— +150 model answers to citizens' enquiries on EU issues to facilitate
correspondence with the public;

— Examples of model answers:
> What measures is the EU taking to combat terrorism?
> How is animal testing requlated at EU level?
> How are air passenger rights protected in the EU?

European Parliamentary Research Service 6 0

As k E P MODEL ANSWERS TO CITIZENS' ENQUIRIES

Citizens' Enquiries ALERTS ON TOP ISSUES

Keyword search EN animal testing| X n

Economic and Social Institutional and Legal Structural and ™ Alerts on top issues
Policies Affairs Cohesion Policies
» Consumer Protection » Area of Freedom, Security and » Agriculture and Rural
» Economics and Monetary Issues Justice Development
> Employment > Co(rjwtract Law, Commercial Law » Culture
and Company Law » Education
> Ener
_gy » EU Democracy, Institutional and » Fisheries Recently updated model answers
> Environment ) '
Parliamentary Law > Regional Development » Sakharov Prize (2017)
> Financial and Banking Issues > EU Law: Legal System and Acts 3 . » Brexit negotiations
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https://epthinktank.eu/2018/01/17/the-new-eprs-app-is-available-now/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=eu.europa.publications.eprs
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ep-research-service/id1317036784?ls=1&mt=8
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Following

Follow us to stay up to date with
European Parliamentary
Research Service.
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In the European Union, one in every four persons aged 15 or over is a smoker. The

European Union set up specific measures to protect citizens from breathing

YO UTU be ,fﬂ“ TI!|]E tobacco smoke, which can cause cancer and respiratory diseases @ ht ...see more
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European Parliament
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www.epthinktank.eu

www.eprs.sso.ep.parl.union.eu

eprs@europarl.europa.eu

www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank
Y

Members' hotline: 88100
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